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Foreword

The members of the Kuznia Reunion Book Committee have taken a special interest in trying to be
as complete and accurate as possible in collecting the information within these covers. If errors in
spelling, dates, or information are found, they were not intentional. In their persistance to obtain your
history, at times they may have irritated you. We beg your pardon. It is simply because they were
determined that the history of the ‘‘Descendants of Albert and Hedwig Kuznia'’ be as complete as
possible.

If there are family histories missing, it is either because they chose not to respond or
misunderstood our intentions of having a history of each family unit. The clarity of the photos in the
book was entirely dependent on the quality of the photos that were submitted. Clear black and white
photos were desired, but all photos which were submitted were printed, despite the fact that the
printer felt some were poor reproducing material.

Because collecting of historical data pertaining to Albert and Hedwig and their children was begun
so late -- almost one hundred years after their coming to America -- many details and interesting facts
related to them have been lost forever. Even the histories of their children have been hard to recreate
at this late date.

It should be noted that over the years the spellings of different names have varied. The most
prominent example would be that of the grandparents. Wojiech is now Albert; Jadwiga is now Hedwig
or Hattie. Many first and last names were spelled differently on the church or courthouse records.

The Kuznia Reunion Book Committee members were: Lillian, Elsie, Hilary, Kathleen, Gerri and
Linda Kuznia, Bob Borowicz, Theresa Nelson, Elizabeth Kasprowicz, and Rosalia Stusynski. We
would also like to give a special ‘‘thank you’’ to our artist, Charlene (Mrs. Valerian Kuznia, Jr.), who
spent so many hours of work designing our book cover, dedication page, and title pages. Besides the
book committee, a few family members donated their time typing various portions of the book:
Veronica Stainbrook, Sarah Kuznia, Carol Gustafson, Mary Jo Vraa, and Veronica Kasprowicz.

Everyone who helped in any way to bring this book to you donated their time and talent free of
charge. To all who have been cooperative in any way -- large or small -- we extend a big “‘thank you’’.
Working together with each and every person who has contributed to it has produced, we feel, a
family heirloom to be treasured for years to come.

-- Elsie and Lillian Kuznia
July, 1980
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Che Kuznia Reunion Coat of Arms

The coat of arms shown was adopted by the Kuznia Reunion
Steering Committee to be used during the centenary of Albert and
Hedwig Kuznia’s arrival in America.

The lower right quarter of the shield bears the crowned White
Eagles of Poland on a red background. These are the arms of a free
Poland and the colors of the Polish flag, to commemorate the
birthplace of Albert and Hedwig.

The lower left quarter displays tools that are found in a
blacksmith’s shop: the anvil, hammer, and forging pliers.
""Blacksmith shop’’ is the translation of the name Kuznia.

The American bald eagle bearing the banner American flag

represents their adopted country, the United States of America. The
1881 signifies the year of Albert’s arrival in America.

The open cross on white represents their faith in God. The wheat
and grapes signify both their belief in the Eucharist and the nature
of their occupation in America, farming.

The coloring of the coat of arms bears double significance. The
predominant red, white, and blue of the shield are the colors of the
American flag. Red and white are also the colors of the Polish flag.
The gold crest atop the shield represents their prosperity in their
adopted country and the predominent color of the flag of their
Catholic faith.



Poland: The Land And The People

The Polish people lived in the middle of the north European
plain. On the east edge of Poland, the country fades into the great
plains, having few or no trees. of Russia. On the southern border
are the crests of the Carpathian Mountains that slope down into
hills and then flatten out to monotonous flatness. To the west of
Poland are the plains of Germany. The north edge of Poland rises to
ridges along the Baltic coast.

Through the center of this land runs the Vistula River. Marshes,
lakes, and forests dot the northern uplands. Winters are cold
everywhere, with heavy snows. Summers are warm, with moderate
rainfall. The word Pole means ‘‘field’’ or ‘‘plain’’.

On the cold, wet 1and of the north, they raised flax and pastured
their horses and cattle, as they had done in the Middle Ages. On the
great sandy plains of the interior, they produced their staple foods --
rye and potatoes. Only in the south, on the warm, fertile plateaus
and in the river valleys, were they able to grow wheat and sugar
beets. With their primitive methods and poor soil, they produced
very little surplus grain. Most of their income came from the sale of
poultry, eggs, milk, butter, and bacon and hogs that were found on
every farm. (It is believed that when Albert and Hedwig left Poland,
they had been living in the Poznan area or province. This does not
necessarily mean that Poznan is where they had been born or raised
as children. Some believe Hedwig came from the Krakow area.
Poznan would be in the western portion of Poland. It has been said
that they settled along the Tamarac River, when coming to Marshall
County, to be assured of plenty of wood. This leads one to belive the
portion of their homeland they left behind had a scarcity of wood. If
they came from the plains of Poland, they must have felt very much
at home with the flatness of the Red River Valley.)

Down to the twentieth century, peasants lived in wretched
poverty in their small farm villages. While the peasants remained
poor, the country managed to develop a rich culture. When they
adopted Christianity in the tenth century, they chose to follow the
Church of Rome. Monks taught them to write their language in the
Latin alphabet. In the nineteenth century and again in the twentieth
century, Poland was blotted off the map and taken over by foreign
rulers. The Polish people did not give up their patriotism and
culture. They clung to their traditions and kept their faith in a free
Poland alive. (Grandpa Albert showed his faith in a free Poland by
stating on his application for U.S. citizenship that he was born in
Poland. There really was no Poland at that time. So, when he had to
denounce allegiance to the ruler of his former homeland, it was to
the King of Germany that he renounced his allegiance and fidelity.)
Zealous in their religion, the Polish people continued their
devotions in the great cathedrals and wooden churches that covered
the land.

Poland had an ancient hereditary monarchy which, when it

ended in 1572, was followed by a system of elective monarchy. -

Freedom then became so excessive that Poland became weak and
was easily torn apart by her neighbors, Russia, Germany, and
Austria. So, Poland disappeared from the map of Europe from 1795
until 1918. (This would include the lifetime of Albert and Hedwig in
their homeland.) Before 1918, in Russian-ruled Poland, the clergy
kept the records of vital statistics. In Austrian-ruled districts, parish
clergy were treated as state officials. In the German-ruled areas
records were kept by secular officials. (This is why tracing ancestors
in Poland is so difficult.)

In 1830, Poles in the Kingdom of Poland rebelled against the
Russians. But the Russians crushed the revolt and took away the
kingdom's self-governing powers. After a second revolt in the
Kingdom of Poland in 1863, Russia tried to destroy Polish culture by
making Russian the official language.

After 1870, when Prussia formed the German Empire, Poles
under Prussian control were forced to adopt the German
language. (This was the period in which Albert and Hedwig were
still living there.)

Poles under Austrian rule won some self-government in the late
1800's. In the 1880's and 1890’s. Polish political parties were
founded in all three parts of Poland. During World War 1, in 1914,
Pilsudski led Polish forces on the side of Austria against Russia.
Russians were driver out of most of Poland by 1915. In 1916, Austria
and Germany established a small Polish kingdom under their
protection. After Allied victory in 1918, an independent Polish
Republic was proclaimed.

Jmmigration

The number of immigrants remained small for a long time
because of the limited transportation facilities. In the 1600’s and
1700’s, the ships were small, made of wood, and propelled by sail.
The journey was long and strenuous, often taking a great toll in.
lives. It was also difficult to get to the seaports. These conditions
discouraged migration through the first third of the 1800’s.

In the 1840’s, however, steam-powered ships conquered the
Atlantic Ocean. At first, the cost of passage was beyond the reach of
immigrants. However, the change made available a large number of
old wooden sailing ships which could profitably be used to transport
masses of passengers. From then on, the cost of crossing the ocean
dropped rapidly. In the 1850’s, one could get from Ireland to
America for as little as ten dollars. This contributed to a larger
migration rate.

After 1865, an increase in the size of steamers shortened the
journey to a week or so. The cost of crossing rose slightly, but the
greater reliability and safety of the voyage made up for the increase
in cost. Meanwhile, the spread of railways in Europe made is easier
to get to the ports.

Adventurers were the first to leave; then artisans and peasants
set off. They attracted friends and relatives to leave. Also included
in this second group were soldiers, who felt obligated to leave due to
political reasons. After a time, the poorer peasants and laborers
were drawn in, particularly if some disaster stimulated them to
leave. Examples were the Irish potato rot of 1846, German crop
failure of 1847, cholera epidemics of the 1880’s in Eastern Europe.

Also, in the last thirty years of the 1800’s, the introduction of
severe compulsory military service laws prompted many to leave.
Every Polish youth was obligated to setve in the German Army for
four years. (Mike J. Kuznia related that this was the reason the
three older sons left with Albert when he first came to the United
States.) It was not so much the service, but the harsh discipline
imposed by the young upperclass Prussian officers.

NOTE: The map of Poland shown displays two circles. Within
the lower circle, you will find ‘‘Kuznia’’. Also, nearby is the town of
Ratibor, which is the birthplace of Joseph Kuznia, the father of Leo
Kuznia, whose history is featured in the last portion of this book.
The upper circle is to locate the city of Poznan, the probable area
Albert Kuznia came from.
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Albert and Hedwig (Krzyzosiak) Kuznia

Albert **Wojciech"" Kuznia was born in Poland in 1841 to Joseph
Kuznia and his wife, whose name is not known. As a young man. he
married Hedwig ‘*Jadwiga'’ Krzyzosiak, the daughter of Mikolai
and Mary Krzyzosiak. Hedwig was born in Poland in 1853. At the
time of their marriage. Hedwig was only fourteen years old. and her
parents had arranged her marriage to Albert. At about the age of
seventeen. in 1870, she gave birth to their first child. Frank. He was
followed by two more sons: Stanley born May 8, 1872. and Anton
born November 6. 1873. To the best of our knowledge, they were
followed by the birth of a daughter, Mary. that would have been
born in 1874. The exact date of her birth or death is unknown. A
fourth son. Paul. was then born in 1875, and another son. Joseph.
on October 8, 1879. Between these two sons, it is said that a son
named John was born. the sixth child of Albert and Hedwig.
Though it is certain that a son. John, was born, we do not know the
date of his birth or death. The last child born to them in Poland was
Elizabeth on November 4, 1881. This fact has led us to believe that
Albert did not leave Poland any sooner than 1881.

About this time, 1881, Albert decided to leave Poland and make
his home elsewhere. France wanted settlers of Polish descent, but
having spent some time in the military in a war there. he didn’t
choose to move to France. Taking his three eldest sons. Frank.
Stanley. and Anton. he departed for the United States and came to
Chicago. Tllinois. In Chicago, he worked as an interpreter and made
enough money to bring his wife and three other children to the
United States. As a young lad of twelve, their son, Frank, worked in
a lumber yard in Chicago.

Hedwig's obituary in the Stephen Messenger states that she
came to America and Chicago with her husband and children in
1884 and made their home there for a period of several months
before coming to Stephen. Minnesota. in the spring of 1885. On
March 19, 1885, Albert filed his first papers in the District Court of
the 11th Judicial District in Marshall County, Minnesota, to become
a citizen of the United States of America. This states that he landed
in the port of New York in March of 1884.

Many people recall talk that one of the children had died on the
passage across the ocean, and the usual burial at sea was given.
This theory can be neither proven or disproven, since records of
family members that crossed cannot be obtained from the
government archives because they arrived at the port of New York,
and the records are not indexed for the year 1884.

Anna Kuznia and Thomas Wilebski Wedding -- 1910

Albert **Wojciech’’ Kuznia

It is possible that their son, Albert, Jr.. was born during their
stay in Chicago. Some recall that he was the first child born to
Albert and Hedwig in America. There are no birth records for him at
the Florian church or in the early Wright Township records or the
Marshall County Courthouse. Cook County, llinois. also has no
record of his birth. Others believe that possibly he was born in
Poland. The 1895 census record at St. Paul, Minnesota, states
Albert. Jr. as being 12 years of age. However, other ages for some
of the other children on this census were incorrect.

It is almost certain that the family left Chicago very early in the
spring of 1885 and traveled to northern Minnesota. It is believed

Picture was taken on the Albert and Hedwig homestead
[Log home in the background]



[L-R] Balbina Kasprowicz, Elizabeth [Kuznia| Kasprowicz,
Stefan Kasprowicz, Grandma Hedwig Kuznia, Leokadia Kuznia

that when they first came to Marshall County, Minnesota, they
settled in Section 7 of Wright Township. But, it was not until June
2C

29. 1887, that thev purchased the Southwest Quarter of Section 7
from the St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Manitoba Railway Company for
$486.27.

This particular area was chosen because, at that time, it was well

oded. and with the Tamarac River nearby, they were assured of
of wood and water. Albert first constructed a home of sod and
into the side of the river bank. Another son, Peter, was born late
that year. 1885. on November 24. Later. a log home was built
further from the river.

in the nine years that followed. six more children were born.
During their third winter in Marshall County, a set of twins, Bert
and Mike, were born. They were followed sixteen months later by
another son, Benedict, and seventeen months later again by a
daughter, Anna. Their fifteenth child. Vincent, was born two years
later. to be followed by their last child, another son named John,
nineteen months later on May 4, 1894.

Some say that it was while Albert and Hedwig were attending
the funeral of their son, Albert, Jr., in the spring of 1897 that the
vounger children in the family were left with a neighbor lady. These
children. which included the youngest child, John, (then not yet
three years of age), went outside to play. John caught croup, from
which he died March 24, 1897. There are no county or church
records to verify the death or burial of Albert, Jr.

in 1912, they built a new family home of sawn lumber.
Remodeled and expanded. this house later became the home of
their son. Vincent, and later the home of their grandson, Hilary,
who also remodeled it.

One of Hedwig's greatest joys was when Albert won a sewing
machine on a raffle ticket he had purchased. Up until that time, all
the sewing and dress making for that large family had been done by
hand.

From these humble beginnings, the family prospered. Their
faith in God carried them through the good times and the bad times.
The grandchildren testify that prayer was an almost constant
companion of both Albert and Hedwig. Obviously, they both had a
great devotion to the Blessed Virgin, and their rosary was a very
dear part of them. It is said that Hedwig’s rosary hung from the belt

10

at her waist when not in use. and Albert often wore his around his
wrist when he was not praying it. Hedwig often attended daily Mass
in Florian.

Obviously. Albert had not been feeling in the best of health, as
on May 9. 1914, he drew up a will. The morning Albert was found
dead. apparently from heart failure. some of his sons were busy
working at the home of another son, Joe. A granddaughter and
another son were milking the cows and got so excited they spilled
the milk. That was October 29, 1914. After his death, his son,
Joseph. became the representative of the estate.

Assumption Church records list Albert as being seventy-three
years of age at his death, making his birth year 1841. According to
the year of birth he gave on his application for citizenship, he would
have been seventy years of age at his death.

It is believed that about the year 1888 or 1889, Frank and Anton
went to the state of Washington and worked in a sawmill. Having
made some money. they purchased two lots, numbered 7 and 8 in
Block 97, Salmon Bay, Park Addition of the City of Seattle,
Washington. in Albert's name. This property is mentioned as
property owned by Albert in the probate of his estate after his
death. The land was later taken care of by a lawyer, who Anton
thought was taking care of the affair. It was later learned that the
lawyer had written the papers in such a way that the lawyer became

?

Albert Kuznia homestead barn with some of the sons
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Some of Albert and Hedwig’s Children

[Standing L-R| Frank, Joseph, Paul, Stanley
|Seated] Elizabeth and [it is believed] Frances [Walicki] Kuznia

the owner of the lots. Anton had signed this without realizing it. It is
said that later a large post office was built on this site.

In 1916, when Vincent married Wanda Gratzek, Hedwig moved
to a little home in Florian. Here she lived with her sister,
Katharzyna Misiek. On April 12. 1924, Hedwig drew up a will which
assigned her son. Anton. to take care of her affairs. Hedwig passed
away on June 14, 1925, at the age of seventy-two. Death was due to

Grandma Hedwig [Krzyzosiak] Kuznia in her coffin
[Her sister. Katharzyna Misiek, is standing to the left]

cancer of the stomach and a brain tumor. from which she suffered
for some time before her death. The attending doctor was E. O.
Nimlos. and the attending undertaker was Fr. Skopowski.

Hedwig was buried in the robes of a Third Order Franciscan, or
tertiary, of which obviously she was a member. This was her wish.
She brought these robes with her from Poland when she came in
1884. and by the time of her death in 1925, they had deteriorated so
much that great care had to be taken when dressing her for burial,
as the fabric was falling apart.

Grandma Hedwig Kuznia’s Funeral Day
[Taken in front of Hedwig’s little home in Florian, Minnesota]
Shown in a semi circle around the coffin [L-R] are:
Anna, Elizabeth, Katharzyna Misiek, Vincent, Ben, Bert,
Mike, Peter, Joe, Paul, Anton, and Frank
A little to the left of Anna are Mrs. Szklarski,
Mrs. Joe Kuznia, and Mr. Borowicz

Tombstone of Albert and Hedwig Kuznia purchased by
Thomas E. Kuznia, Lawrence Kuznia, and Ira Kuznia
On behalf of all members of the Mike Kuznia, Sr. family
during America’s Bicentennial -- 1976.

Also purchased by Ira Kuznia was a smaller stone for
Grandma Hedwig’s sister, Katharzyna Misiek

NOTE: The above history of Albert and Hedwig was written
from different statements given to us by various older grand-
children. Since we have come to the point in time where it is no
longer possible to ask the children of Albert and Hedwig for the
certain facts. we must do the best we can to recreate their history
from what we have been told. Since work on this book began, we
have followed all possible leads given in books and by people



experienced in tracing family history., but have been unable to
uncover certain facts: the exact town in Poland which Albert and
Hedwig came from; Albert’s mother's name; a verification that 1881
is the year that Albert first came to America; the name of the ship
on which they came; Albert and Hedwig’s exact birth dates; the
exact birth and death dates and places for three of their children; if
Albert returned to Poland to bring his wife and other children; if

Albert had any brothers or sisters; and what port they left from in
Poland. It is also possible that some grandchildren who may have
known some of this information have not come forward to relate it to
us. It is also possible that information given to us that we have used
as facts in our history may be incorrect. Their history, as we have
recorded it, has been compiled to the best of our knowledge at this
present time.

Remembrances of Albert and Headwig

I REMEMBER GRANDPA ALBERT AND GRANDMA JADWIGA
By Emilia [Kuznia] Grembowski

I remember my grandparents very well, because I spent a lot of
time with them, due to the death of my parents. While living with
Grandpa Albert, my job used to be putting his shoes on for him
every morning and taking them off every night.

Grandpa was a great provider during those horse and buggy
days. Whenever he went to town, we would watch for him to return
so that we could open the gate for him. A fence surrounded the
whole yard. He would always bring us a treat, such as apples or
something. We never got candy, because he said it was hard on our
teeth. I also remember how Grandpa would stock up for the winter.
He would take the wagon into town in the fall and bring back one big
barrel of peasberry coffee, one barrel of herring, and one big barrel
of salt. He would be sure there was plenty of flour. They raised their
own meat. We'd have fresh meat during the winter, and when
spring would come, we would prepare a salt brine for the meat that
was to be used in the summer. Every fall, we would make a few
barrels of sauerkraut, which was tramped down by the kids. We also
rendered our own lard and grew our own vegetables. If there was
any herring left over when spring came, Grandma would distribute
the extra to her daughters-in-law, who were very thankful for it.

I also remember pulling mustard by hand. We had to pull from
three quarters of land, and it had to be done by the 4th of July. The
pay was fifteen cents: five cents for Mary, five cents for Josephine,
and five cents for me. It was very hard to decide whether to buy ice
cream or pop. as that was all a nickle would buy.

My Grandma made the best jelly. I can still remember now nice
and clear it was; and also so tasty.

My Grandfather died in 1914, when I was eleven years old, from
a heart attack. Ilived with Grandma until my Uncle Vincent married
Wanda Gratzek, and then I went to live with them. Grandma died in
1928 and was buried in @ homemade coffin, which was her wish.

REMEMBRANCES OF GRANDPA AND GRANDMA KUZNIA
By a Grandchild

When Grandpa Albert and Grandma Hedwig Kuznia and their
family arrived in this community, they stayed with some friends
until they built a sod house from dirt and lived in it. Later they built
a big house.

In the big house, the living room was a large room which served
as sleeping quarters, also. Each corner had a big bed, and there was
also a heating stove in that room. When they had company, they
even dined in that room on a large table.

Grandpa Albert was a tall, husky person and wore a mustache.
He was also a very religious person. Every Sunday, he would come
to church early and sing hymns, most of which he knew by heart.

Grandma Hedwig was also a religious person. She had a rosary
with her all the time, hanging from the waist down. Both
grandparents were very strict.

Grandpa not only sang in church, but at work, while driving to
town, or any place -- you could always hear him singing.

ASTREMEMBER MY GRANDPARENTS,
ALBERT AND HEDWIG KUZNIA
By a Grandchild

I am not sure where Grandma came from in Poland, but I think
possibly from the Krakow area, and Grandpa probably from the
Poznan area.

Sauerkraut was made in big barrels and would be cooked with
spare ribs. They would make big roasters of baked beans, which
could feed many people. Often people would come on Saturday
night and then go to confession, stay overnight, go to church the
next day, have dinner, and return home.

At Grandma's house about this time, fourteen to sixteen loaves
of bread were baked every two days. There was always plenty of
fresh meat. They made their own bologna, head cheese, and liver
sausage in a jar.

Grandma did not always have the most sympathy, or so it
seemed when I was a child. Once one of the grandchildren was bit
by a crawling animal and was developing blood poisoning. Grandma
was not quick in suggesting they should take the child to the doctor.
She felt if the child died young, it would go to Heaven. Later an
uncle took the child to the doctor, and he had to scrape to the bone
to get out all the infection. The leg later was scarred.

It seemed that kids often got whopped or punished. and often
times weren't sure why -- often for very minor things.

Grandpa would often sit by the gate and watch the boys work
and pray the rosary. He seemed to have more sympathy than
Grandma.
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The St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway Company. Filed for Record the... £ #€ day of J/(/J S bsa A D. ,83/
JONY §. KENNEDY. / ; J

< X _o'clock _/%_ M.
SRR B e Ridfsieioce S /0. ém,

Register.

%‘“01 At / /fm/ma By Deputy.

TRUSTEES’ DEED.
GHE ST PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS & (MANITOBA RAILWAY GOMPANY.

‘@&w g’%be%t%’z@ Made this m D Zj)ﬁay of of ¥ . __in the year of our Lord

one thousand eight hundred and... Eu%t[ me (115’7/, to—v, between JOHN S. KENNEDY and JAMES A. ROOSEVELT,

two of the Trustees named in a Trust Deed made by the The St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway Company, dated June 21, 1879, parties of the

Bist patt, and .&gaa.‘am
of__mMﬁ County, State of _A’!\IMIZ partag . of the second part.
Witnesseth, That the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of C; ofae 4._4@._‘.‘__

< 2 o 2
#M-{-é!é%_‘m____. DOLLARS, to them in hand paid by the said p:rt}_of the second part,
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have Granted, Bargained, Sold, Reieased Cﬁ)cd and Confirmed, and do Dy these prgsents, Grant,
Bargain, Sell, Release, Convey and Confirm, unto the said part?_cf the second part, .._...£2%

e County of. (£ B ¥ Ko e “S - » in the State of Minnesota, known

s heirs and assigrs Frever, all. i

tract ,pieees or parcel of Land, situate, lying and being in t

and described as follows, to-wit :

e Iodl Wttty 17 Joctim . e [ 7) Dropmshs Fo. B B lore & ik
ﬁ P . (/3'7/ AW 7.0MZL A c}h‘l‘? /by(é{/ 4€44/('j/é -}71}#/t/fm“ﬁd9"mv4&‘w‘

conmnjg, a)c‘c‘d;lu&t‘}:‘ﬂx;"ni Sxates_l}&em ent Sunﬁe!‘,‘f"( ’ : i yihep /‘1)/11"!/10'“. 1ore
; . (ov Ractosi d ondl Brons chse Foe o b
Mm the line of its road, or ny of its b7b}zs, poaepom ke e { lw"’l s '”ﬁ”‘ .: is-laid .:?w;- ,e..‘n .

or kﬁ servmg however,‘a strip of land one Fﬁ ed and filty feet mde,\
M., d v opapelic 4y b sarmero realial amel "'**:«otdl rmay “uu-/ﬁrA 4«&4&4@0&{

To Have and to Hold the Samae, Together wih all and singular the hereditaments 2nd appurtenances thereunto belonging, or
in anywise appertaining, unto the said partdy_ of the second part,....ﬁ.m..,"m"._heirs and assigns, Forever.

The lands above described are part of the lands granted by the United States to the late Territory and present State of Minnesota, by acts of
Congress, approved March 3d, 1857, and March 3d, 1863, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a Railroad from Stillwater, by way of Siint
Paul and Saint Anthony, to a point between the foot of Big Stone Lake and the mouth of the Sioux Wood River, with a branch via Saint Cloud and
Crow Wing, to the navigable waters of the Red River of the North. And this conveyance is made in accordance with terms of Contract No. Jj 42
and under and pursuant to the power and authority contained in the Trust Deed hereinabove mentioned :—the lands hereby conveyed having been sold
by said The St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway Company, and the said Trustees having received the purchase price thereof, as contemplated and

provided in Article Eighth of the said Trust Deed.
In Testimony Whereof, The said JOHN S. KENNEDY and JAMES A. ROUSEVELT,......

seals the day and year first above written. /
Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the Presence of B Y o & L /t/m ’/“' FrueTee: @g;gs\')

TRUSTEE., @«fh‘s
M
e B CON
TRUSTEE. @09:)
STATE OF NEW YORK, 2
S,
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. ) Be It Remembered, That on this L FEE/ ket 4. day of . d"‘ M

in the year of our Lord one thousand ex;,hc lum?reu and ._é“ é Mmbclore me

Trustees, parties of the first part have hercunto set their hands and

#.......... persoually appcared JOUN 3. KX NEDY and JAMDIS A ROOSEVELT,

anviv 2 to mo kuown to be the sume persons described in and who exccuted the foregoing Decd of Conveyance, and they severally acknowledged that they
SL&Z exccuted the same, as Trustees, purauant to the authority and for the uses and purposes therein expressed.
In Testimony Whereof, I have hercunto subscribed my name and affixed my official seai the and year abova in this Certiticato
written, o/ § P
g;A; ra2 é‘ z e /=
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DOLLALS, fo.. .in hand puid % the said part

of the second part, thy;/cmpt whercof is hereby acknowledged, do/he!cb_/ GRANT, BARCAIN, SELL and CONT EL unto the said pa1£7
of

of the second part, ..itd.....heirs and assigns, FOREVEL, all... Jtract or parcel of land lying and being in the County

e e e % A/m/ %x V Guacdie/or Goteco
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heirs and assigns, FOREVER. the said...eoe... s
wm7” % 7%44/% %%/

W(ppmhum to lh; said part ¢y of the second part
?f/z’ W /7 gy /444/

pmh:’u of the first par!, for. %ﬂé(/l

Tieirs, execitors and administralors, do  covennnt with the said part ¢ of the second part

- heirs and assigns, that, acell scized in fee of the lands and premises aforesaid, and hagy good right to sell and
conw_t/ the samein manner and form afuresaid; %1‘(1716 same are free from «ll incumbrances; 3
—— Y

/j// i &7(/44% / ety Ao/ ARy s

(md thembove Larduined and granted lands and premises, ut the quict and peaccalle possession of the snid part ¢ of the second part

Neirs and assidns, against all persons lawfelly claiming or to elaim the whole or any part thereof, the said part  of the

first part will WARRANT AND DEFEND.

In @cohmmu‘} Q/\)flctaof; The said ])/Il'tc.h of the first part hercunto sct.... ﬁhamlv and sealsthe day and year flrst

.’ .ﬂéé(x?;/é?d/ %?4116.(/ %

v
State of 9 fnesofay }S- Z74% 7
County of . LA/ @é{/ On this ’/%f/f day of .. //W,{’

A. D. Iby.d..bffme me, /WA//M/& Ze. ”///% /4@1/ M/’/f,;,zzz((f{ W/&M@’Zz/?/;, i
personally appeured %é é{,@e/ g//ébé /M?%( a4 ﬂ((f/ f //7 D5 . [X?/

to me known fo be the leouns deseribed in and wio muu{/? the foreguing Ins {/uu”nf and/

7
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above writien.

8igned, Sea!ed acd Delivered in Presence of /4 7&& A (LA /%%f%ﬂ%aj
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acl\uoulerlnul Ihat /]ll//

exceuted the same s, ALY free act and deed.




NATURALIZATION RECORD. ()7

(F'IXT.A L) Geo. D. Bannaso & Co., Prn., 5. Lovw,
STATE OF MIININNESDT.A, } District Court. ;
SN - |
o ) ‘
County of Marshall. /L/d v %6‘5/9/ ...Term, 18%'2_, '

& ;
In the matter of the application of. %6" /dt/ X ....to becoms a citizen

) . 7 v "

of the United States._ /ﬁ.«{%ﬁ Akl /aMan(z_,MJﬂnM,k
£ v

being sevemlly sworn, do depose and say, each for himself, that Ie is well acquainted with the above named

% A A I/U/\ /{u LA C{ that he Nas resided within the limits and wnder the jurisdiction
of the United States for five years last past and for one year last past within the State of Minnesota; and that
during the same period he has behaved himself as a man of dood moral character, attcz;ched to the principles
of the Constitution of the United States, and well dispused to the good order and happiness of the same.

Subscribed and Sworn to in open Court

this. ... aay of v 18§

5. f“/(a @(A/-Z/\,( V{Ql /AC ~

STATE OF MININESOT.A. District Court.

County of Marshall §o %
PRS0, T et 7, % - ’OIM /]//M?/A/LW(IO swear, that I

will support the Constitution of the United States of Jmerica, and that I do absolutely and entirely Renounce

and Abjure forever, all Allegiance and Fidelity to cvery Foreign Powsr, Prince, Potentate, State or Sovercignty
' 7
whatever; and particularly to the. /{/VL ; 72 sl rre 1 a/&f/L hose subject I wru.

And further, that I have never borne any fiereditary title, or been of any of the degrees of Nobility of t&a

country whereof I have been a subject, and that I have resir]e:l in the United States for five years last past
and in this State for one year last past.

Subscribed and sworn to in open Court, ) [7 o B 7
V

this..... R/ day of... L. V. . 18 ﬂ C,W/

; ; Q (‘) L2 2= G ,Cz'erl\:,) [
/3; a2 A ¢ f) ?
sST oF MINNESOT.A. District Court.
S$S.
)

County of Marshall.

And now, to-wit: At a term of suid Court now being held at.... . O?W.
/ J
in and for the county of%a/ﬁz/Ad/[[ -in said State, wpon the foregoing oaths and affidavite

and wpon further proof, having made by the p) odwstion of a certificate that the said

% /(/! 6{ .did before the Clerk of.. M& id«%m@’\ -
Court ﬂ //.//U/ fﬁ/‘4 é( /(Z . s

the same bemg a Court of Eecord, having a commwon lew jurisdiction, make the requisite declaration of his

intention to become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce all other allegiance as required by the laws

of the United States. ,
IT IS ORDERED BY THE COURT, That the said... Z/VU/MAIVVA 7 3//144 ezt A

be and he is hereby admitted to be, A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATZES.

By the Court,

v—w




j o Albert Kugnia, . ... sof s Welghhy BB e

in the County of ... Marshall . _and Bfafe of . Minnesota.

being of sound mind and memory, do make, publish and declare this to be my Loast wilt ,.
and ‘Gestament.

First, Z; order and direct that my Execut 0L 00t feremafter named, })c’zy all my
just debts and funeral expenses as soon after my decease as conveniently may be.

Becond, _igfl‘er the payment of such funeral expenses and debts, Z give, devise, and

6ef/neatﬁ _to my son Frank Kuznia the sum of Two Hundred Dollars,

to0 my Grandson Alouise, Kuznie, son of Peter__}_{_gz‘;}_;g,,__f_c_k_l_gk_g»};:m_@___p_f{m

I 50 N A A e

Onehundred dollars, and the above sums of moneYto be paid from

my personal property, and in addition to any sum or sSums of money
to which the above named persons shall be entitled to at law

under the decree of the court: This being in the nature of a
surplus over and above the amount to which they would be entitled

to at law and over and above the amount to which my other

clildren, or heirs, similarly related, would be entitled to receive.

It is my desire that ny property shall decend 1in all

things according to the law in force at the time of my death,

with the exception of the above amount of five hundred dollars.

Lastly, I male, constitute wnd appoint et PEEIRES

to be Execut. € ___of this my Last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all former wills by me made.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my seal, the
.9th 4 day of. May R _in the year of our Lord one thousand nine

hundred and Fourteen . J

sgftce of each other.
LN 4
d S LAA AL residing ab.. REEEIIINS.  Srmimn SRS n e
] ~

__residing b Stephen, Minnesote.. ...
-
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°'0. 843—WILL—Husband to Wife.....Class 2 HADE IN 87, OLOUD DY THE PRITZ-OROSS ..°

. I .
o %@ ........................ 2 %%% .......................... _
{n €he County of aty eeeeeeeeme oo and 12727 of :

being of sound mind and memory, do make, publish and declare this to be my Last Will and Testament:

FIRST I order and direct that my Executriz, hereinafter named, pay all my just debts and funeral expenses

as soon after my decease as conveniently may be. a%
5
SECOND, I give, devise, and bequeath unto my wtfc’/ %Z/T/— %MQ/ ................ .

L/ K ................................. and my property, both real and personal, of which I may die possessed

iy 7 ,%M ...... :

THIRD, I do by this, my Will, dispose of th custody and tuition of my children, who-shall be minors at and

after my decease, during their minority, to my «wife; ... TP Y A BB PR eeeinane
and do hereby appoint her their guardian. )

FOURTH, I do hereby make, constitute and appoint %%%[é 7’%4/
et eees e e e aes et e eee et eeeeneeeesereenneriene e nnnn:80lC. Bxecutriz of this, my Last Will and Testament,

and it is my wish, and I do hereby request, that she may not be required to give any bond or security as such
Ezecutriz or Guardian, and I hereby revoke all and every former Will by me made.

In Teatimony Wherenf, I kave hercunto subscribed my name and affized my seal,
29 ‘
the ... o day of...CE22.4d. —y ............ in the year of
our Lord one thousand ninc hundred and (M W

/ ﬂl/ .............. (SEAL)

Thig Iusteument, Was, on the day of the date thereof, signed, published and declared by the said Testa-
tor 9(«/// 74 /%;Z ¢%4 ___________________________________________________________________________________ to be

Last Will and Testament in our presence, who, at his request, have subscribed our names thercto as witne

his % iniregwc of each other.
/ '(W ................................. residing at......

-residing at.....
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No. 3813 —in y and Appr t. [Revision of 1906] Miller-Davis Printing Co., Mfg. Statieners, Miacecapolis, Mina.
Htate nf Minnesoty, % IN PROBATE COURT.
County of. Marshall

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE CF

Albert Kuzniss Inventory and Appraisement

beéedent

OATH OF APPRAISERS

State nf Minuesnty, }Ss.

County of Marshall Je Se Gajeski and

Thomas Wilebski do solemnly swear, each for himself, that I will faithfully

and justly perform all the duties of the office and trust which I now assume as appraiser of the estate

17y — Albert.Xuznia., decedent, to the best of my ability. So Help Me God.

Subseribed and sworn to before me this / /
L March, 15 7 J
X . (Zay/go://ei/" ......................... / .......... ,19.13. J [)/ . %94(/)//(/‘

7 J c (

Notary Public Marshall County, Minn. y é ) W“/G

My commission expires. — b {7 B

INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT
The undersigned representative.... of the estate of the above named decedent, represent..s...... and

shows...... to the court,—

That the following is a true and corvect inventory of all the property of the above named estate, both

real and personal, which has come into...... his ... possession and of which he has

Ienowledgde after cliii,gent search and inquiry concerning the same classified as follows, to-wit:
CLASS I.
REAL ESTATE VALUE

(a) The homestead of decedent, being in the County of.. Yarshall

State pf Mifnnes%fa, desgribe a,s)follows, to-wit:..Fhe West One-half of the South- ¢
()same ag Lots Tgam 4
West Quarter of Section seven, in Township one hundred fifty-seven North,

of Range. forty=six weqt,.................................................SMW‘

(b) AU other real estate of decedent, being in the County of Marshall

State of Minnesota, described as follows, to-wit:.. The. East Ono=half. of the South=

West Quarter, of Section seven, in Tovmship one hundred fifty-seven

Wiad

North, of Range forty=-six West.-..........................‘..............s

The North-west Quarter (heing the sume as the East Half of the North-

west Quarter and Lots one and two) of Section seven, in Township one

hundr-d fifty=-seven North, of Range forty=-six West------n-u------o----m_&.

o Akout.three acres.in.the North=-east. corner.of. the North-east QUALLOT s -

of Section ecoven, in Township one hundred fifty-seven North, of Range

the.said nerth-east. corner of . the. north=-ea st Quarter. of said Sectdon. ... -

seyens. thence..south. 15.rodss. .thence. #ost--40 rods;--thence-north-18 rodsi

thence. eist. 40 rods.. 1o wJu..c.e..,A.Qf....b.ePinnine\---------'-"'"-""""""k
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CLASS V

Mortgages, bonds, notes and other cvidences of dcbt: (Ilere list any written obli-

gations of any kind duc and owing dgeedent.)

Total value of mortdages, bonds, notes, ete., - - - - - - - - - . . ;Zﬂg\_
CLASS Vi
AU otler personal property: (Ilere list cash, bool accounts, annuals, farm crops,

machinery, etc.)

1 black mare 27 years, ‘55-00

& e e e o = e Sygipest ey
1 Fluck rare 11 years, 108.00 by
T TayFirs Ty S TS o— -
1 gray hocse, 4C years 25.00 /0'0"_
TI-bay-horse; - yearsy R i 100+60 waee——/ -0 L&
2 bay mare colt, 2 yeurs 10000

2 yearlinr,coltspbayvl PRIy s s log,gg.-

2 speing colts, tlack, 60

1 ~cew,--zg-ed,v--6-»-»yeure~.~~-»-v- R S SN 30600 jﬂ ‘1[”
1 cow, red, 5 yeurs., 25.00

1. heifer, white.ond.black,. 2.vearss i 30.CQ......oe

3 spring calves, read, 2C«00

3.yearling hogs,.. s e T R R e 3000

6 bogs, 6 months old 30 ﬂi
A5 OMAERONS. ..o L e ALe28 =T ..
2 McCormick binders. 80.CO g gL
1 Deerinp moweps 10.00 ¥

2 gang plows 35400

1 set smoothing harrows 4-00

T AT W00y o 4
1 hay rake 10.00, A

o Wi FOHE SR M PU— 3030C 4y 4w

1 ranure spreader, 15.00

1di.shhnrr o.‘." ..10.;00....“..\"----...A..-

1 fanring mill 5.00

-1 crear: oc‘-ﬁurutur 19.00

3 sets of harnessg 25.00

T'otal value of all other personal property, - - - - - - - - - - - ,s//lam-
SUMMARY

The total value of all the real estate éf decedent, as valued by the appraisers herein,

The total value of all the personal property of decedent, as valued by the appraisers

Tiereim, dg = = = o & o= e e e W e ow mow s s om wt o m om s M.ylf‘

The total value of the entire estate of decedent, as valued by the appraisers herein,

is-«——----........._.,....../_/.ZJ’-ZéM

Respectfully submitted,

chresentative.:;" )
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NOTE: The following information was taken from probate records
located at the Marshall County Courthouse in Warren, Minnesota.

Document #1:

Albert was 73 years of age at the time of his death. He owned
personal property which amounted to $4,564, in addition to
household goods worth $200 and $2500 in cash. Notes, bonds, etc.,
which he owned totaled $600, and he had $1264 invested in stock,
horses, etc. The value of the homestead (WY2SW Y, Section 7) was
$2500. Other land owned by Albert was valued at $4860.

Other ages listed on this document were as follows: Jadwiga -
62, Frank - 44, Anton - 39, Paul - 37, Lizzie - 35, Joseph - 30, Peter -
28, Michael - 26, Bert - 26, Benedict - 24, Annie - 23, Vincent - 21,
Josepha - 15, Mary - 13, and Emelia - 9.

From Document #12:

Albert Kuznia died October 29, 1914.

Jadwiga received $30 per month for support and maintenance of
family during the settlement of the estate.

From Document #15:
J. S. Gajeski and Thomas Wilebski appointed appraisers of
property and estate.

From Document #16:
[Inventory and Appraisement Sheet]

Notation: Decedent also left Lots 7 and 8 in Block 97 in Salmon
Bay, Park Addition of the City of Seattle, Washington.

From Document #18:

In probate settlement, Jadwiga received: W'z of SW¥% of
Section 7, all household furniture and household articles (appraised
at $100), and $500.

From Document #19:

Funeral expense - $88; undertaker - $75; burial service (priest) -
$13; expenses of last sickness - $26.38; doctor - $25; medicine -
$1.38; real property taxes - $82.97 for two quarters plus three acres
(E%2 of SW'4, EY2 of NW Y4, 3 acres in NE corner quarter of Section
7); also a real property tax in Washington (Seattle) - $32.32.

Argyle, Minnesota
11-16-1914
To: Mr. Joe Kuznia
DUNDAS-ROBERTSON COMPANY
Clothiers and Tailors

Gents Furnishings Boots and Shoes

One Overcoat. .....ooveveennennnnnn $22.00
One Suit. ... .. S N LU $26.00
Onie ALties: oo ps vmus 55565 88 5 55 5 5 $1.75
OneCap......ccovvvvinniennninnns $ 1.50
Otie Shirto o s weiwiss famsvmspasmess $ 1.50
OneTie.....ooiii i $ .50
OneSuit......covvviiivnennenen.. $26.00
OneSweater. . ......coovvenvnenennns $ 2.00
OneTie.. ... $ .50

$81.75

City of Seattle
Installment Assessment
Volume 105, Page 315 No. AR 42877
Last day for payment: 3-20-1915 Date: 2-20-1915
King County, Seattle, Washington #12053

Lot 7, Block 97, Salmon Bay Park Addition, Installment #5:
Amount of installment - $6.58
Interest - .46
Total - $7.04

Lot 8, Block 97, Salmon Bay Park Addition, Installment #S:
Amount of installment - $6.58
Interest - .46
Total - $7.04 _
Total Installment - $13.16
Total Interest - .92

Total - $14.08

PROBATE COURT
Marshall County, Minnesota
FINAL DECREE
Albert Kuznia, decedent
Dated: September 18, 1915
Signed and certified to by Peter H. Holm, Judge of Probate
Marshall County, Minnesota
SEAL
10-cent stamp affixed
Recorded: September 22, 1915, at 8 a.m.

Covers personal property of the value of $2777.14, comprising
the following items, viz: Cash and property of cash value, also real
estate.

Personal property: To the said Jadwiga Kuznia, the widow of
said dedcedent, the sum of $759.04; to the said Frank Kuznia, the
sum of $326.50; to the said Anton Kuznia the sum of $126.60; to the
said Paul Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to the said Lizzie Kasprowicz,
the sum of $326.50; to the said Joseph Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to
the said Peter Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to the said Peter Kuznia,
as trustee for and in behalf of his son Alouise Kuznia, the sum of
$100, to the said Michael Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to the said
Bert Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to the said Benedict Kuznia the
sum of $126.50; to the said Annie Wilebcki the sum of $126.50; to
the said Vincent Kuznia the sum of $126.50; to the said Josepha
Kuznia, granddaughter, the sum of $42.20; to the said- Mary
Kuznia, granddaughter, the sum of $42.20; to the said Emelia
Kuznia, granddaughter, the sum of $42.20.

Final Account and Petition for Settlement
Jadwiga Kuznia, decedent
Date: July 6, 1926

Receipts
Personal property described in the inventory............. $325.00
Disbursements
(Expenses of Administration)

Cash paid for publication oforders...................... $ 21.60
Fees of attorneys. , . . ovvvieniiiie e $ 35.00
Paid for certified copy of letters, final decree, will, and for

recording. .. ...t $ 7.00
POStage: comsimonmasmenmimosmoswoemeswrnmamameen $ .50

Total expense of adminstration




Expenses of Last Sickness
All expenses of last sickness, funeral, and taxes paid by your
petitioner (Anton Kuznia), who is the residuary legatee and devisee
znd no claim made there for.

Claims of Creditors
Claims of creditors ... ..ot i None

Legacies and Requests
K atharzyna Myescok, also known as Katharzyna Misiski. . . $ 50.00

Real Estate

The homestead of decedent, being in the County of Marshall, State
of Minnesota, described as follows, to-wit: An undivided one-third
interest in and to that part of Section 7, in Township One Hundred
Fifty-Seven (157) North of Range Forty-six (46) West, described as
follows: Beginning at the northeast corner of said Section 7, thence
south fifteen rods: thence west forty rods; thence north fifteen rods;
thence east forty rods, to place of beginning.

Full Value - $400.00

Total $50.00 Furniture and Household Goods
One cast iron stove, bed and bedding, three old chairs, one old
Recupitulation dresser. and other articles. . . ... c.voueirarenraneaenonns $ 25.00
Receipt Disbursement
Total receipts from all sources $325.00 Wearing Apparel .
Expenses of adminstrations. ... $ 6410 NOVAIUE . . .o vveeeereer e ae e No Value
Specificlegacies. ..o $ 50.00
Z=sidue of personal property for distribution $210.90 Mortgages, Bonds, Notes, Etc.
Total ~ $325.00 $325.00 Certificate in the sum of $300 issued to decedent by the First
National Bank of Stephen, Minnesota. .................. $300.00
In Probate Court
Inventory and Appraisement All Other Personal Property
NS (I R R None
Jzdwiga Kuznia, decedent
Total Value  $725.00

day of. MARALh  .4.D. 1888 {

V‘//Muz /9 7/l/m Jffﬁkrk

Hnited States of Jmerica,
STATE OF MINNESOTA,
COUNTY OF MARSHALL.

the subscriber, the Clerk of the

he was born in ..

istrict Court of theg L UA AN

the year eighteen hundred and. ..z

District Court_ /7. Judicial District,

2 et personally appeared before

e Judicial

District for said State of Minnesota, being a COURT OF RECORD. and made oath that

0‘7"?/0%&{/ s that he emigrated to the

United States, and landed at the port of ... .

. O and. cbout

0‘)’% e OT

or about the montlh of..... .. 777 v a/LCA e in the year eighteen hundred and
_; that it is bona fide lis intention to become a Citizen
of the United States, and to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any

foreign Prince, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, and. particularly to the

7 {4-*:*? -#')/ ‘/é AN QS o Whereof he is a subject.
P .
Subscribed and sworn to this..... /9, “-g k% ; ;
day of WW““}\* 18867 ’

Algnen 3.7 o lﬁ%«;ﬁoum
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| Albert - Kuznia Sr., passed
{ peacefully away . this morning

at 6 o’clock at his home in Wang-|
er at 4 ripe old age. - His death)
{was due to heart disease. - Mr.,

Kuznia was of the solid, ‘sturdy |
' type of man, and for the greater)
part, was strong and ‘vigorous
{physically. -He was a man of
z st,rong; personality, of great: will
| powef, clearness of vision. and|

Signatures of Jadwiga Kuznia and her children as found on
mortgage papers when Michael Kuznia repaid the sum of $600.00
he had borrowed from his dad, Albert Kuznia, shortly before his
death. October 13, 1914. It was repaid March 18, 1919.

Mrs. Kuznia, Wright
~ Pioneer, Died Sunday

Mrs. Hattie Kuznia,a resident
of the Town of Wright for the
past forty years and one of the
early pioneer women of that vi-
cinity, died at her home there
on Sunday, June 14th. Death
was - attributed to cancer, from
|_Whicl'x Mrs. Kuznia had been a
sufferer for: the past two years
Or more. ;

Funeral services were held at
the Florian Catholic Church on]
Tuesday morning and interment
was made in the cemetery there
with the Rev. Fr. Skopowski
conducting the services.

Mrs. Kuznia was born in Po-
land 73 years ago, first coming
to America with her husband
and children in 1884 and mak-
ing her home in Chicago for a
period of several months before
coming to Stephen in the spring
of 1885, where the family has
‘'since resided and been closely
identified with the upbuilding
of the East of Stephen com-
munity. .

Mr. Kuznia passed away eight
years ago, while of the sixteen
children born to their union,
eleven survive, all of whom are
residents of the community at
this time. The surviving chil-
dren are Frank, Anton, Powell,
Joe, Mrs. Mike Kasprowicz, Mrs.
Tom Wilebski, Peter, Ben, Mike,
Bert and Vincent,to all of whom
the community extends its most
sincere sympathy in the loss of
a kind and devoted mother.




Mary and Mikolai Krzyzosiak

MARY AND MIKOLAI KRZYZOSIAK
(Born and died in Poland)

Their known children are:

1) Jadwiga Krzyzosiak to Albert Kuznia
Born 1853 in Poland
Died June 14, 1925, in Florian, Minnesota
I) Katazina Krzyzosiak to Miciek
Born March 17, 1855 in Poland
Died May 19, 1935, in Florian, Minnesota

%) Frances Krzyzosiak to Francis Kurzawa
Born in Poland
Died in Poland

Children of Francis and Frances (Krzyzosiak) Kurzawa

a) Vincent Kurzawa -- Poland

b) Michael Kurzawa -- Poland

c) Stella Kurzawa -- Poland

d) Andrew Kurzawa -- Poland

e) Helen Kurzawa -- Poland

f) Bernes Kurzawa -- Poland

g) Marie Kurzawa -- to Michael Przybylski
Marie Kurzawa Przybylski - born December 8, 1888, Poland
Michael Przybylski - born October 2, 1866, Poland; died

December 13, 1916, Florian, Minnesota

Children of Michael and Marie (Kurzawa) Przybylski

1) Al (Przybylski) Smith -- died 1980
2) Marion Przybylski -- deceased
3) Matthew Przybylski -- Deceased
4) Anton Jimmy Przybylski -- Deceased
Second marriage: Marie (Kurzawa) Przybylski to August Smith
S) Irene Smith to Guthrie

Grandchildren of Marie (Kurzawa Przybylski) Smith:
Michael and Cealia Smith
Connie Bugg
Marie Fetter

Great-grandchildren of Marie Smith:
Stephanie Marie Fetter
Daniel Patrick Fetter

Katazina (Krzyzosiak) Miciek had children living in Poland. One
som is known about for sure. His name was Bernard, and he was a
~=ligious brother with the Franciscan order.

HISTORY OF MARIE [KURZAWA PRZYBYLSKI] SMITH
[Daughter of Frances [Krzyzosiak] Kurzawa,
a sister of Grandma Hedwig Kuznia]

Marie Kurzawa was born on December 8, 1888, in Poland to
Srancis and Frances (Krzyzosiak) Kurzawa, of Kuzmin, Posen,
®alznd. Her brothers and sisters were: Vincent, Michael, Andrew,
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Stella, Helen, and Bernes. The family was poor, and at the age of
fourteen, Marie had to go to work as a housekeeper.

When she was twenty years old, 1908, she sailed from
Hamburg, Germany, to New York. On the boat, it seemed that
everyone was sea sick. When they got to New York, they got well.

From New York, she took the train to Stephen, Minnesota, and
came to stay with her mother’s sister, Hedwig Kuznia, and her
husband, Albert Kuznia. At this time, Hedwig and Albert’s
daughter, Anna, was not yet married. There were often twelve or
thirteen people to cook for three times a day. Bread was baked every
other day. In 1910, Anna was married, and Marie had to do most of
the work herself. Shortly after that, Marie got married, and
Hedwig's grandchildren who where living with their grandparents
had to take over doing the work.

Marie married Michael Przybylski, the son of Anthony and
Rozalia (Kasprowicz) Przybylski. Michael was born October 2, 1866,
in Poland and died December 13, 1916, in Florian, Minnesota.

Marie and Michael had four children: Al, Marion, Matthew, and
Anton.

After Mike’s death, Marie married August Smith. They lived in
St. Paul, Minnesota, and ran a grocery store. They had one
daughter, Irene.

Presently, Marie is living in the Nan McKay Building (a senior
citizen highrise) at 200 Marie Avenue, Apt. 515, South St. Paul,
Minnesota (55075). At the age of ninety-two, she lives by herself.
Her son, Al (he just passed away in the spring of 1980) and her

_daughter, Irene, visit her often and see to it that she can get out for

church and shopping. She keeps herself busy sewing, crocheting,
and doing handicrafts.

Marie Smith’s 88th Birthday -- 1976
[Marie Smith with her daughter, Irene,
and great granddaughter, Stephanie Fetter




Early and Present Florian, Minnesota

Florian is the crossroads of four Sections: Section 5, 6, 7, and 8
of Wright Township in Marshall County, Minnesota.
Section 5: In 1907, the second Catholic Church in Florian had

been built on the same foundation that the first (which had burned
from lightning) had stood. Since 1899, the parish house has stood
east of the church. The first school, that had stood right west of the
church, had been moved across the road and a little east of the
parish house.

The interior of the second Catholic Church in Florian
[decorated for Christmas -- 1929]

Section 8: Mike and Marie (Kurzawa) Przybylski lived in that
house. Later it was occupied by Joe Borowicz, Jacob Hapka, and
Frank Grochowski. Today the former foundation forms the border
for a beautiful flower garden on the John Rominski place. John and
Carrie Rominski and family now live in what had been the new
Florian school, at that time. Nick, Sr. and Katherine (Przybylski)
Zakrzewski and their family occupied the lot directly west of the
school. His mother, Antonia Zakrzewski, had a little home behind
his. Later, Nick's son., Nick, Jr., and his wife, Constance, lived
there. In the 1970's, the large home was moved out of Florian. A
combination post office-store stood across the street south from the
church. The post office was in operation until about 1909, when the
postal department began delivery by rural carrier from the post
office in Strandquist. When the post office had been in operation,
mail had been brought to Florian from the England Post Office.

In the 1960’s, when this northwest corner of Section 8 was being
cleaned to use as a parking lot for the church and dance hall, this
building was moved to the Andrew Rominski farm yard across the
road in Section 6. In the early 1950’s, the old dance hall that stood
behind the store was taken apart by Zygmunt Zakrzewski. In 1975,
when the north and south road, Marshall County #1, was being
tarred, the entire parking area was black surfaced.

South of the old dance hall had stood the Anthony Przybylski
home, later occuped by Zygmunt Zakrzewski for a short while. In
1958, the Steve Adamski family built a new home there. In 1972,
they enlarged their home to its present size. In 1955, the Marshall
County Highway Department built a county shed to house the road
patrol machine between the former dance hall and the former
Przybylski home. Florian Kuznia was the main carpenter for the
county shed.

Section 7: After the marriage of Vincent Kuznia to Wanda
Gratzek in 1916, Grandma Hedwig Kuznia moved to a little home in
the most northeastern corner of Section 7 and lived there with her
sister. After Grandma’s death, her sister, Katharzyna Myescok
(also spelled Misiski and Misiek), lived there. Frank and Rozalia
Kuznia moved there in the fall of 1936. Frank passed away in
December of 1936, and Rozalia lived there until 1953. Mrs. Mary
(Kasprowicz) Rominski then lived there for a short while. In 1960,
Margaret and Eugene Kuznia lived there for a short while. In 1967,
the house was moved to the John Kazmierczak, Sr. farm, and Ira
Kuznia moved in a new home and lived there with his brother,
Steve, and father, Mike, Sr., until Mike’s death in 1974. The two
brothers now live there.

‘Next to Grandma Hedwig’s home stood Tom Wilebski’s
blacksmith shop, and south of the shop stood the Tom and Anna
Wilebski home. This home was later used briefly for the priest when
the parish house burned. The house was later moved to the Ben
Kuznia farm, less than a mile west of Florian. It later burned, and
Ben and Mathilda moved a different home onto the yard. In the
general area of the Wilebski blacksmith shop, Ira Kuznia built a
double car garage in 1968, and in the area where their home stood, a
new Florian Society Hall was completed in 1948.

For many years, a portion of a field belonging to Mike Kuznia,
Jr., directly west of the hall, has been used as a baseball and
softball field. In 1973, the creek in this area was rerouted to go
around the Mike Kuznia, Jr. barnyard, because of the watershed
project involving the soon-to-be-formed Florian Lake and Park. For
many years, a grandstand stood on the ballfield grounds to view the
games. In 1979, it burned to the ground.

Section 6: In the southeast corner of Section 6 of Florian,
William Rybaski operated a store. Slightly west of the store, his
home was located. In 1922, John and Valery Gratzek purchased the
property. The store was then run by them and later by their

- daughter, Kathryn, and her husband, Andrew Rominski. They
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operated the store for a short time and thén sold the building to Ray
Anderson, and it was moved to Strandquist and converted into a
cream station. At present, the Rominskis make their home there.
The property has been purchased by Ray and Loretta Borowicz.

Florian Farm Yards: Florian has four close farm yards. In
Section 5. the Stanley and Mary (Kasprowicz) Rominski family
formerly had a farm yard, a little more northeast of the present
Mark Szklarski farm yard. Their son and his wife, Stanley, Jr. and
Genevieve (Stucynski) Rominski, moved the farm yard more
southwest and built the house and the present buildings. Later, the
farm was sold to Frank Szklarski. The David Kujavas and the James
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Kuznias had rented the home from them. In 1980, Mark Szklarski
2nd his new bride, Louise Stusynski, moved in.

In Section 8, there are two farm yards. Nick Zakrzewski built the
=ouse and barn. The home was later occupied by Ben Stanislowski
:nd in about 1944 by Edward and Theresa Rominski. John and Julia

Szklarski) Stucynski lived on the farm, and Julia later sold it to
Terry Pietruszewski. Terry and his wife, Betty, now live there. The
sther farm yard saw many occupants. The Vincent Kasprowiczes
ved there in a house built by Tom Wilebski. Then Edmund and
Sertrude  Kasprowicz lived there for a short time. Steve

Grandma Hedwig’s home in Florian -- the day of her funeral

Budziszewskis lived there for a short time. Brick layers working on
the Florian Church stayed there in the summer. The Felix
Pietruszewski family lived there for a short time. Also, one summer
migrant workers lived there. In 1969, John Kazmierczak, Jr. and his
wife, Irene, purchased a portion of the land and moved in a different
home and are the present owners.

The fourth farm yard in Florian is in Section 7. This farm yard
was established by Mike and his wife, Bridget Kuznia, in 1914, and
taken over by his son, Mike Jr., and his wife, Lillian, in 1967. They
presently live there.

William Rybaski home in Florian
[Now the home of the Andrew Rominskis]

Florian, Minneseota from the south -- Spring 1980

Florian from the east -- Spring 1980

2
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; Che Homeplaces

Grandpa Albert and Grandma Hedwig lived in Section 7 of
Wright Township. Later, their homeplace became the home of their
son, Vincent, and his wife, Wanda. Today, their grandson, Hilary,
and his wife, Julianna, have expanded and improved the
homestead. The last years of Grandma Hedwig’s life were spent in
ner little home in the northeast corner of Section 7 near the Florian
crossroads.

Frank and Rozalia lived in Section 10 of Wanger Township. The
someplace retains the house and buildings, but is now standing
empty. His son, Peter, and his wife, Polly, were the last to live on
the homeplace. It is now owned by Frank’s grandson, Harry J.
Xuznia.

Anton and Mary at one time lived in the Hallock-Lancaster area.
After the death of Mary, Anton lived with his parents in Section 7 of

“right Township. After the marriage of his daughter, Leokadia,
“nton made his home with her in Section 2 of Wanger Township.
His son-in-law, John Kazmierczak, still lives there.

Stanley and Frances lived in Section 32 of Nelson Park Township
22 the homeplace of her parents. After the death of his wife, Stanley
Zved with his parents in Section 7 of Wright Township. Nothing
s=mains of the homeplace in Section 32.

Paul and Mary lived in Section 3 of Wanger Township. One of
‘=z original buildings remain: a granary which Paul had built; also,
¢ grove of trees. A mobile home and a well shed also mark the
someplace. This land is now owned by Andrew and Lawrence
f.uznia, grandsons of Paul.

Joseph and Katherine lived in Section 5 of Wright Township. No
suildings remain. A grove of trees and a steel bin mark the
momeplace. The home was moved to the Florian Kuznia farm in
‘ection 17 of Nelson Park Township. The property is owned by

sseph’s son, Peter J. Kuznia.

Elizabeth and Michael lived in Section 7 of Wright Township.
-ater, their son, Tom, and his wife, Elizabeth, lived on the
nomeplace; now their grandson, Tom Jr., and his wife, April, reside

there and farm the land. Most of the buildings remain.

Peter and Agnes lived for a short time in Section 2 of Wanger
Township and then later moved the house to Section 1 of Wanger
Township. This first home was later replaced by a different home.
Later, the Clem Knolls owned the homeplace. Now Peter and
Agnes’ grandson, Conrad, and his wife, Linda, own the homeplace.
In 1975, they replaced the old home with a new home. In 1980, they
added a multi-purpose pole shed on the yard. None of the original
buildings remain.

Mike and Bridget lived in Section 7 of Wright Township. Their
son, Mike, and his wife, Lillian, now live there. Most of the original
buildings remain, including the barn which has logs from Albert
and Hedwig’s log home when it was dismantled.

Bert and Martha lived in Section 3 of Wanger Township for a few
years. Only a granary and grove of trees remain on the homeplace in
that township. The house was later moved to the Emil Kuznia farm
in Section 23 of Sinnott Township. Bert and Martha later lived in
Section 32 of Augsburg Township in a house that had been part of
the Wheeler and Culbertson Farm. Their son, Ralph, and his wife,
Eleanor, now live on the homeplace in a new home. None of the
original buildings remain.

Ben and Mathilda lived in Section 7 of Wright Township. Their
grandson, William, and his wife, Rosemary. now live on that
homeplace. They have enlarged and remodeled the home.

Anna and Thomas lived first in Section 7 of Wright Township.
and the home was later moved to the Ben Kuznia farm. Then, Anna

-and Thomas lived in Section 29 of Wanger Township. That home

was later purchased and moved into Argyle. No buildings or grove
of trees remain on that homeplace.

Vincent and Wanda. as stated earlier, lived on the homeplace of
Grandpa Albert and Grandma Hedwig. After the marriage of their
son. Hilary, Wanda moved into a small home that was moved to the
homeplace. Hilary and his wife, Julianna, now live in the original
house.

A

On each family tree that follows. the son or daughter of Albert
and Hedwig Kuznia will not be preceded by a number or letter. The
following explains the generations to follow each son or daughter:

Son or Daughter of Albert and Hedwig
1. [Numbers| denote grandchild of Albert and Hedwig
A. [Capital letters] denote great grandchild
1) (number) denotes great great grandchild
a) (small letter) denotes great great great grandchild
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