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Tawily Cree of Kenedict ond,fulnthilda Kuzuia

BENEDICT KUZNIA b.1889, d-I960
to

MATHILDA STALOCII b.1899, d.1970

1. George Kuznia b-1920 to Zefrryna Adamski b-1926

A. William Kuznia b-1953 to Rosemary Bergeron b-1954
1) Shane Kuznia b-1972
2) Dana Kuznia b-1973
3) Chad Kuznia b-1974
4) Stacy Kuznia b-1975

B. Helen Kuznia b-1959 to David Goroskl b-1953
1) Derek Goroski b-1978

2. Alphonse Kuznia b-1922 to Eleanor Grochowski b.1930

A. Roger Kuznia b-1951 to Bonnie Sundby b-f952
1) Amy Kuznia b-1975
2) Rebecca Kuznia b-1977
3) Sarah Kuznia b-1979

B. David Kuznia b-f953 to A.dell Kostrzewski b-1956
l) Jami Marie Kuznia b-1976
2) Tracy Kuznia b-1978

C. Dean Kuznia b-f956 to Jillavne Bluhm b-1957

D. Daniel Kuznia b-1964

E. Mary Kuznia b-1967

F. Gerard Kuznia b-1974

3. Florian Kuznia b-1924 to Nettie Donarski b-1930

A. Henrietta Kuznia b-f950 to David Linder b.1949
1) Carrie Linder b-1972
2) Jeremiah Lirder b-1977

B. Gerald Kuznia b-1952, d-1975

C. Dorothy Kuznia b-f953 to Wyman l{ielle b-1951
1) Tracey Hjelle b-1974
2) Travis Hjelle b-1979

D. Karen Kuznia b-1955 to Bruce Ctark b.1953
1) Heather Clark b-1979

E. Michael B. Kuznia b-1957 to Carol Yik b-f95E

F. Kevin Kuznia b.1962

G. Kimberl-v Kuznia b-I966

H. Garnette Kuznia b-f968

4. John P. Kuznia b-1926 to Elizabeth LaPlante b.f925

A. Paula Kuznia b-1954 to W'aldemar Storm b-19

B. Renee Kuznia b.1957

5. Raymond Kuznia b-1928 to Agnes Cullen b.193E

A. Joseph Kuznia b-1959

B. Patrick Kuznia b-1960, d.1960

C. Timothy Kuznia b-1962

D. Benedict Kuznia b-1963

E. Geralyn Kuznia b-1964

F. Patricia Kuznia b.1965

G. Raymond D. Kuznia b.1966

H. Della Kuznia b.I968

I. Jayne Kuznia b-1971

6. Theresa Kuznia b-1930 to Fred Capistran b-1920

A. Ilonald Capistran b-1949 to Alnora Fitzke b-1929

B. Dale Capistran b-1952 to Yicki Fotia b.1960
l) Tonella Marie Capistran b-1980

C. Diane Capistran b-1954 to Kenneth DeYine b-1954
1) Theresa DeVine b-1978

D. Daryl Capistran b-1956

E. Darlene Capistran d.infancy

Theresa Kuznia to Bennie Jackson b-1933

7. Ben Jacob Kuznia b-1933, d-I933

8. Eugene Kuznia b.f934 to Margaret Dostal b.1939

A. Brian Kuznia b-f960

B. Ken Kuznia b.I96l

C. Minda Kuznia b-f963

D. Jonathan Kuznia b-1964

E. Ivan Kuznia b-1965

F. Darla Kuznia b.1967

G. Gerda Kuznia b.l97l

9. Irene Kuznia b-1937 to Lawrence Kiesow b.192E

A. Marilyn Kiesow b-f958 to Ron Bryl b.l9

B. Laurie Kiesow b-1959
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C. Dean Kiesow b-1961, il-1979

'D. Judith Kiesow b-1962

E. Mary Kiesow b-1964

F. Bruce Kiesow b-1965

G. Ronald Kiesow b-1966

H. Betty Jo Kiesow b-1970

I. Lynn Marie Kiesow b-1972

J. Jackie Lee Kiesow b-1974

K. Kristl Kiesow b-19E0

10. Rudolph Kuznia b-1939 to Anita Bouton b-1941

A. Charles Kuznia b-1964

B. Amy Kuznia b.f971

11. Clarence Kuznia b-1941 to Pauline Schmitz h-1949

A. Denlse Kuznia b-1968

B. Dion Kuznia b-f970

C. Wade Kuznia b-1g74

D. Christopher Kuznia b-1977
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Keuedict ond lhotlrildo (Staloclr) Kuznio

Benedict Walter Kuznia was born in Wright Township, Marshall
County, Minnesota, on April l. 1889, to Albert and Hedwig
(Krzyzosiak) Kuznia. He was the thirteenth of sixteen children born
to Albert and Hedwig.

Ben attended the District #44 School in Florian, Minnesota,
which was about one and a quarter miles across the fields, so

walking to school was always in order rather than usirig work horses

for transportation. At that time, there was a dance hall, grocery
store, gas station, and U.S. Post Office in Florian. After his
schooling, Ben stayed home and helped his father farm until he was

drafted into the military service during Wodd War I. After receiving
an honorable discharge, Ben returned to live and farm with his
parents, brothers, and sisters.

Ben was especially fond of horses, which he took care of for his
dad. He had a special knack of curing medical problems associated
with horses. This frequently had neighbors referring to him as

''horse doctor". It was during this time, while helping on the family
farm, that Ben became acquainted with Miss Mathilda Staloch,

whom he courted using a bicycle for transportation.
Mathilda became Ben's wife on October 14, 1919. They were

married at the Assumption Catholic Church in Florian, with
Reverend Hipolit Skopowski officiating.

Mathilda was born February 10, 1899, to John and Hedwig
(Evon) Staloch, of Polish descent. She lived on a farm in Alma
Township located in Marshall County, Minnesota. John Staloch was
born May 12, 1861, in Poland. He married Hedwig Evon on
February 23, 1892. Hedwig was born October 8, 1869, in Poland.
John died in 1954, and Hedwig in 1950. Mathilda had four brothers:
Paul was born January 1, 1894, and married Celia Hapka; Anzelm
married Polly Pietruszewski; John, Jr. married Helen Wilebski; and
Louis married Gertrude Benke. She also had three sisters: Mary
was born in December of 1894 and married Frank Stancyk; Julia was
born February 16, 1897, and married Jacob Hapka; and Anna
married Adam Stusynski.

Ben and Mathilda bought a house lrom his brother-in-law, Tom
Wilbeski. They moved the house to a homestead on 160 acres of
land located three quarters of a mile west of Florian. The land was
given to Ben by his father before he was married. Ben and Mathilda
lived on this homestead their entire life. This marriage was blessed
with eleven children: George, Alphonse, Florian, John, Raymond,
Theresa, Benedict (who died in infancy), Eugene, Irene, Rudolph,
and Clarence.

Ben raised oats, wheat, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, pigs,
cattle, sheep and horses. Fortransportation, he used a horse named
Topsy and a buggy until 1934, when he bought a Model "A" Ford.
He was known in the community as a blacksmith and veterinarian.

On the back of the Model "A" was tied a table with his tools. Ben,
along with his boys, would often spend all day working on a

neighbor's herd, while taking only a few dollars for the service. On

one occasion, a farmer called about his cow that couldn't get up.
Ben, good fellow that he was, went over to help. After looking at the
cow, Ben told the farmer it was suffering from starvation sickness.

The farmer remarked that he had never heard of such a sickness.

Along with neighbors, every fall it was the custom to go to
Terrebonne, Minnesota, located southeast of Red Lake Falls. Using

Benedict and Mathilda Kuznia -- 1979

a ruck, they rvould bring a load of their wheat and exchange it for a

year's supply of flour and breakfast cereals. In the fall, they would

also go to the Red Lake Indian Reservation for fish. They butchered
their own pigs and cured the meat for use the next summer. Ben

enjoyed shooting jack rabbits with his Winchester 45-90 rifle, as it
oniy took one shot to the head and the head was gone. Rabbits were

also considered a good food source. As a sport, Ben also enjoyed
getting into boxing matches with friends.

In January of 1946, the family had some excitement wheu the
house burned down. A fe*' of the children were home at the time:
Raymond ran through the deep snow to Uncle Vincent's house to

call the fire department. The house burned so fast. it could not be

saved. Also, everything inside the house was lost. The family then

moved into Roman Kuznia's trouse, located a half mile north. Ther

lived there until April, u'liile arrangements were made to purchase a

house from Anders Bagaas. They moved the Bagaas house, locateC
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in Wanger Township, across the tields while the ground was still
frozen. The house was moved onto the same fbundation as the old
house. This house is still there today. William Kuznia, Ben,s
grandson, and his family now make it their home.

Ben had some healih problems during much of his lifetime. He
started having gall stone attacks at the age of forty-two, but it took
doctors six years to diagnose the problem and remove the gall
stones. In the mean time, he was treated for everything imaginable,

including tuberculosis. When he was sixty-trvo years old, his heart
started to give him problems, and this condition continued until he
died of heart failure on April 5, 1960, at seventy years of age.

Mathilda was a very healthy and encrgetic woman, who stayed
activc all her life. She loved to challenge people to a foot race. often
rvinning against much younger opponents. Her death on March 4,
1970, at age seventy, r,r''as due to canccr, u,hich resulted from an

accidental eye injurv four years earlier.

Benedict and Mathilda Kuznia Family -- 1959
[Standing L-R] Eugene, George, Raymond,

Florian, John P., and Atphonse
ISeated] Rudolph, Theresa, Benedict, Mathilda,

Irene, and Clarence
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GEORGE ANI} ZEFIRYNA [ADAMSKI] KUZNIA
Argyle, Minnesota 56713

George Alozy Kuznia is the eldest son of Benedict and Mathilda
(Staloch) Kuznia. He was born on June 21, 1920. He attended public
school in Florian, Minnesota, where he excelled in a gan're called
wolf. u,hich was part tootball and part tag. After completing school,

he rvorked for a couple of farmers in the area. He then rvas called
into the Service on March 5, 1942. It was the first large group to
leave Marshall County. He served in the North African Campaign.
Ita1y, southern France, and into Gernrany. He had the rlistinction of
coming home from England on the Queen Elizabeth, which made its
record run ofthree days and eleven hours, which still stands today.
They were the first large group that were discharged on September
30. 1945.

Right after the first of the year, his folks lost their home due to a
fire. George stayed home and helped them place another house on

the farm. There were a lot ofbarn dances that year. That's where he

met his future wife -- at a barn dance. In the mean time, he got into
farming.

George married Zeftr,vna Adamski, daughter of Joe and Helen
Adamski, on October 21,1947. They bought the farm rvhere they
presently live in 1950.

George and Zefiryna Kuznia

The.y rvere unable to have children of their own, so they tried
adoption. On August 13, 1953, thel'were blessed rvith an

eleven-day-old boy whom they named William. Six years later, on

March 23. 1959, they were blessed with a gir1. They named her
Helen.

At present, their son, lViliiarn, is engaged in farming with his

dad" They grou,'rvheat, corn, sunf,lolvers, and hogs.

George and Ze{'iryna have been doing foster care. At present,

they have taken in their tr,i,entieth foster child. Some foster children
have occupied their home for just a shorl time; the longest has been

a period of tive ,veats.
Zeftyna has taken an active pafi in the church. She has been a

past presiderrt of the Assumption Ladies. She is also active in the

American t,egion Auxiliary in Argvle, Minnesota, and a member of

the Polish National Alliance.
George has been active in the Assumption Church at Florian,

where he has been a lector fbr over 25 years. He has been a past

president of the P.N.A.. and is presently the commander of
American Legion Post #353, Argyle, Minnesota. He is chairman of
the Marshall CountS' Park Board of Florian Park, and has been since

its developrnent.

William and Rosemary Kuznia Family

[L-R] Stacy, Chad, William, Rosemary, Dana, and Shane

WILLIAM AND ROSEMARY [BERGERON] KUZNIA
Stephen. Minnesota 56757

William Paul u'as born in Sauk Centre, Minnesota, on August 1.

195.1. He rvas adopted and brought home on the fourteenth of
Augr,rst b,,,i\4r. and lvXrs. (ieorge Kuznia, who are of Polish descen:
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and live in Wright Township of Marshall County, Minnesota'

William obtained all his schooling at the Algyle Public School,

where he became acquainted with Rosemary Bergeron in junior

high. She later became his wife.

They were married at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church at

Argyle, Minnesota, on August 28, 1971. The ceremoni: was

officiated by Reverend Henry Rousseau, who soon retired. They

were the last couple he wag to many.
Rosemary Bergeron was born in Crookston, Minnesota, on

September 13, 1954, to Kenneth and Eleanor (Dufault) Bergeron,

who are of French descent' She has three brothers and one slster:

Wayne matied Gerrie Gustner and farms in Atgyle; Gayle married

Sharon O'Keefe and thev live in Thompson, North Dakota; Linda

died when she was fourteen years old; Dwight is married to Sarah

Swenside and they live in Devils Lake, North Dakota.
William and Rosemary live in the house which once belonged to

his grandfather, Ben Kuznia. They rented the house and also were

engaged in farming with his father, who had been farming this land

for many years. William and his father later formed a partnership'
"Kuznia Dairy Farms" .ln 1977, William bought the farm from his

father. They grew wheat, sunflowers, and corn, and they raised

dairy cows until 1979, then went into hogs. William has enjoyed

working with motors or mechanic work in his spare time.
Born to William and Rosemary are four children: Shane -

January 11, 1972; Dana - April 25, 1973; Chad - May 5, 1974; and

Stacy - May 3, 1975. They all attend Stephen Public School.

Their farm is located one-half mile west of Florian, Minnesota.

ALPHONSE AND ELEANOR [GROCHOWSKU KUZNIA
Argyle, Minnesota 56713

Alphonse Kuznia, the second of eleven children, a son of
Benedict and Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia, was born in Wright
Township, Marshall County, Minnesota, in March of 1922. After

attending rural school in Wright Township, he worked for several

farmers for a number of years. He joined the U.S. Army in 1946 and

served most of the time in the Philippine Islands. He was

discharged in 1948.

In October of 1950, Alphonse was united in marriage to Eleanor

Grochowski at Assumption Catholic Church in Florian, Minnesota,

by Rev. Michael Wisiewski. Eleanor and Alphonse were both

members of the Assumption parish.
Eleanor is the daughter of Walter and Plidy (Chwialkowski)

Grochowski. She was born in Wright Township, Marshall County,

Minnesota, in June of 1930. She also attended rural schools in
Nelson and Wright Township. She had four brothers: Ferman of St.

Paul, Minnesota; Raymond of Strandquist, Minnesota; Louie of
Maple Grove, Minnesota; and Walter, Jr., who died when he was

six months old. She has two sisters: Antoinette (Mrs. Ray Donarski)

Alphonse and Eleanor Kuznia Family

[Standing L-Rl Roger, I)ean, David, Daniel

[Seated] Alphonse, Gerard, Mary, and Eleanor

of Argyle, Minnesota; and Theresa (Mrs. Leonard Kathman) of

Argyle, Minnesota'
Alphonse and Eleanor bought a farm in Foldahl Township in

January of 1951. They built a new home in 1966' and at present are

still living there.
They are the parents of six children. Roger is married to Bonnie

Sundby, and they live in Elk River, Minnesota' David is married to

Adell Kostrzewski, and they live near Argyle, Minnesota' Dean is

married to Jill Bluhm, and they live in Warren, Minnesota' Daniel

was born in January of 1964, Mary was born in October of 1967' and

Gerard was born in January of 1974' They are living at home'

Alphonse and Eleanor have five grandchildren'

Since May of 1956, Alphonse has worked in building

construction as an equipment operator. Both Alphonse and Eleanor

belong to a number of organizations in the area' They are both of

Polish descent and still are members of the Assumption Catholic

Church in Florian, Minnesota.

ROGER AND BONNIE [SUNDBY] KUZNIA
7824 Odell Avenue

Elk River, Minnesota 55330

Roger Ignatius Kuznia was born July 31, 1951, to Alphonse and

Eleanor (Grochowski) Kuznia. He was born at the Wamen Hospital

in Warren. Minnesota. He was the first of six children'

Roger attended country school in Foldahl Township through the

fourth grade. Since Polish was spoken at home, English was learned

while attending country school. He attended Newfolden Community

School from fifth through eighth grade. Then, due to a shift in

school district lines, Roger attended Argyle High School from ninth

through twelfth grade.
Ufon graduation, Roger attended Moorhead State University'

Moorhead, Minnesota, and during the summers of college worked

in construction and helped out on the farm. while attending college,

#:
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R.ge,rt'r Bonnic Lou sundbr'. He graduated from Moorhead state
Llri'ersir] in Ma'of 197.1. and * as married to Bonnie the following
fall on septenrbcr l. 19j3. at st. Francis cie Sales Catholic Church in
Moorhcad. Minnesola.

llogcr sold real estatc and *'orked as a purchasing agent
follorring qraduating frttnt college. He then u.orked as a service
r',:p.cst''ia{ir r f.r .\liis-Ch,l,rers Corporation for five years. He is
cuircnll'cnllrl()\-cd as a tc(hnical service manager for International
Ha IVCSlC'r ('{rlnpalt\..

Btinnic rs thc dauehter. of Hoq.ard and Lorraine (Forsgren)
Sundbr' :'d *as b.rn i, Pclican Rapids, Minnesota. November J,
I()51. Sht: has !irLrr.sisters:.lerri Baker. Lona Jose. Vicki Langeberg,
rurd ('inilr l,irnilbr: lnd i*o brothers: Tom and Tim. Bonnie
itltr-,,clt11 l,{',,r'head Hieh Schot,l and graduated in June of 1971. She
at terr clr.'d ii n d grarlu arecl fronr Moorhead Area Vocational_Technical
IrrstitL.rte in 1912. She *.rkcd as a secretarv for the Department of
I:clucation. Srate of Minnesota. St. paul, fbr three years. She quit in
thc spring of 1975.

Anrv Bcth uas born Junc 18. 197S. Rebecca Anne was born two
years latcr on.lune 28. 1977. Sarah Marie n,as born on October J,
I 9rg.

attended country school for tu,o years. For four years, he attended
Nervtblden Public School. He finished his remaining years in Argyle
Public School, u'here he graduated in June of 1 971 . For one year, he
attended Moolhead State College. Moorhead, Minnesota. David
rvorked on various construction jobs. and he is presently doing the
same.

On November 22. 1975, David and Adell Kostrzewski were
united in marriage at the Assumption Catholic Church. Florian,
Minnesota. Adell is the daughter of Roman and Helen (Kroll)
Kostrzervski of Stephen. Minnesota. Roman is of polish descent.
and Helen is of Polish and German descent. Adell has one brother.
David, of Stephen. Minnesota. She also has five sisters: Delphine
(Mrs. Cordon Pietruszevyski) of Strandquist, Minnesota; Eleanor
(Mrs. Roberl Berberich) of Brooks. Minnesota; and Denise and
Sheryl at home. Adell attended Stephen public School and
graduated in 197.1.

i,i

David and Adell Kuznia -- 1975

Tracy Ann and Jami Marie Kuznia -- 1979
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Roger and Bonnie Kuznia Family -- 1980
[Children L-R] Amy, Rebecca, and Sarah

Roger and Bonnie have lived in various apartments around
Minneapolis-St. Paul and then built a home near Elk River.
Minnesota. the summer of 1977. They moved in during November
of 1977. and arc currently living in the same home. They are
nrembers of St. Andrcr,r''s Catholic Church in Elk River, Minnesota.

DAVID AND ADELL [KOSTRZEWSKI] KUZNIA
Arg-vle, Nlinnesota 56713

I)avicl [)aul Ku;znia. son of Alphonse and Eleanor (Grochowski)
Kuznia, was born on June 28. 1953, in Crookston, Minnesota. He

:
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David and Adell have two daughters. Jami Marie was born

September 1 l, 1976. and Tracy Ann was born November 25, 1978.

In the summer of 1978, David and his father -- rvith the help of
many liiends -- built a nerv home in Foldahl Township, rural Argyle,
Minnesota. rvhere David and Adell now live.

DEAN ANE JILLAYNE [BI,UHM]KUZNIA
Warren. Minnesota 56762

Dean Alphonse Kuznia rvas born on May 14' 1956' to Alphonse

and Eleanor (Grochr-.wski) Kuznia in Crookston. Minnesota. After

cominghome liom St. Francis Hospital, he made his home at Route

l, Argvle, Minnesota, rvith his parcnts and two brothers, Roger and

Davicl. The family latet grerv' adding Daniel, Mary. and Gerard'

Dean enteled school in Neu'folden, Minnesota. in 1962, for his

first three grarles. He then went to Argyle Public School for the rest

of his public school eriucation. After graduating in 1974. Dean

clecided to attend Moorhead State Llniversity in Moorhead,

Minnesota. He graduated in 1978 r,'ith a bachelor's degree in

finance. He is currently ernployed as an accountant at Warren

Implement Company, Inc., in Warren' Minnesota.

In August of 1979, Dean and Jillayne Bluhm were unfted in

marriage at the First lJnited Congregational Church in Alexandria,

Minnesota. "lill t'as born to Don and Caroll Bluhm on May 5, 1957'

in Wheaton, Minnesota. She attended elementary school at

Wheaton. With her parents and brother and sister, Chuck and

Jackie. they n.roved to Alexandria, Minnesota, in 1967' Jill
graduated from high school there in 1975. She then moved to

Moorhead. Minnesota, in 1976 to attend Moorhead Area Vocational

Technical Institute to further her studies in the secretarial field. She

w'orked for Structural Products in Fargo, North Dakota. tbr three

and a half years until her marriage in 1979. Jill is currently

emplol'ed by Marshall Polk Rural Water in Warren. Minnesota.

Dean and Jill live in Warren, rT'here they attend Sts. Peter and

Paul Catholic Church.

l

,

Dean and Jillayne Kuznia -- 1979

FLORIAN AND NETTIE [DONARSKI] KUZNIA
Strandquist, Minnesota 56758

Florian .loseph Kuznia rvas born March 16, 1924. to Benedict

and Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia in Wright Township, Marshall
County, Minnesota. Florian met Nettie Donarski. a girl from a

neighboring farn.r, and they rvere married htne 27, 1950' at

Assumption Catholic Church in Florian. Minnesota.
Nettie's parents, Nick and Dorothy (Paluszynski) Donarski, are

of Polish descent and farmed in Wanger Tou'nship. Nettie had eight

brothers and sisters: Elenore. u'ho died as an infant; Eileen Tucher

of Grand F'orks. North Dakota; Frances Dahl of Grand Forks, North

Dakotal Stetta Fitzsimmons of Aurora, Minnesota; Nick' Jr., rvho

died at age 36 of a hean attack; Theresa, who died as an infant;
Irvin, rvho lives on the home place in Wanger Torvnship; and

Yvonne Kostrzervski of Warren, Minnesota.
After their matriage. Floyd and Nettie lived with her parentl

until January of 1951. Their first child, Henrietta Ann, was born

December I l. 1950. '[hey moved to care for Frank Parr's farm while
Parrs rvere vacationing in Texas. T'he following spring. they moved

in rvith Nettie's great aunt until they bought a farm in Nelson Park
'forvnship. Florian did some farming and worked on construction.

'lheir second chiid, Gerald Joseph, was born Februarl' l6' lqiil'
Dorotlrl'Mae rr'as born July 30, 1953' and Karen Marie rl'its boiri

June .1. 1955. In 1957. they moved to Grand Forks, North Dakota' as

Florian *'as employed at the Grand Forks Air Force Base doing

construction u'ork. On December 25' l957' Michael Benedicl wasi

born. In 1961, they moved back to the farm in Nelson Palk
-forvnship. 'Ihev bought a house rvhich had belonged to Florian's

uncle. Joe Kuznia. and had it moved to their farm' Kevin Ignalius

vn'as born Janr.rarl' 5, 1962. Kimberly Elizabeth w'as bott.t Deccntbct'

2.1, 1966. and Garnette MarY w'as born Ma1' 29' 1968'

The oldest son, Gerald. entered the Marine Corps in 1971 and

\\'as stationed in Okinawa. in the north Pacific. for one -vear' Hc \1 as

dischargecl in February of 197,1. and then u'orked in constrttcliott.

Hc dieci in an drorvning accident.luh'4, 1975. at Lake Bronsolt'

Minnesota.
Kevin, Kim. and Garnette are livirrg at honre artd attend

Karlsrarl PLrblic School. Florian is presentll' u c'rking ip ('ilir'nC

Forks. North Dakota. as a constrtlction Norker' and NcltiC is

uorking rt honrc caring for her fanrill'.
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Florian and Nettie Kuznia Family .. 1977

[Back L-R] I)orothy, Kevin, Henrietta, Michael, Karen
[Front] Garnette, Nettie, Florian, Kimberly

HENRIETTA [KUZNIA] LINDER
Warren, Minnesota 56762

Henrietta Kuznia was born to Florian and Nettie (Donarski)

Kuznia on December 11, 1950. at Drayton, Nofth Dakota. She

attended numerous elementary schools and attended high school at

Karlstad, Minnesota. She met David Linder in 1967, rvhile she was a
junior in high school. He then entered the armed services and'uvas

discharged \n 1971.

Henrietta graduated l'rom Karlstad High School in 1968. She

graduated from the Thief River Falls School of Practical Nursing in
1970 and was then employed at Northwestern Abbott Hospital in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, until her marriage to David Linder on

June 26. 1971, at Assumption Catholic Church of Florian. Davicl rvas

employed in construction.
David was born June 27.

1949, to Arthur and Delores
(5chey) Linder of Strathcona,
Minnesota. rvho are of Swe-
dish cle scerrt. He harl four
trrothers and sisters. James
is living at home in Strath-
cona. h{innesota: I)aniel r.vas

killed iu a car accident in
1977t Debra Flornbeak is
living in Kennedy, Minne-
sota. and Janell is still living
at home. David attended
(ireenbush High School.

In 1972, l)avid and Henri-
etta livcd in !.Varren, Minne-
sota. u'he'r': I{enrietta rvas
employed by rhe Goorl Sam-
aritan Center as a charge
nurse.'llheir first child.
Cirrrie .t\nn, u'as born Sep-
tenrber 10. l9'72"

When Carrie v,,as a ntonth old. David and Henrietta left to travel
for one year. They lived in the following cities: Aberdeen, South
Dakota; I)enver, Coloradn; Phoenix, Arizona; Tucson, Arizona; and
then iust betbre returrring to Minnesota, their joined a harvest
brigade in Kansas.

kr September af 1974, while they were living on the farm of
Henrietta's grandfather, I.Iick Donarski, in lYanger Township,
David and Camie were in a car accitlent while Henrietta was at
work. Carrie rvas in St. Luke's F{ospital in Fargo, North Dakota, for
five weeks rvith severe head injuries. She has almost total recovery
after re-learning all body functions.

On May 16, 1977, a son, Jeremiah.Daniel, was born at the
Warren Memorial Idospital in \Yarren, IVlinnesota.

David and Henrietta rvere divorced in December of 1977. Carcie
is attending first grade at Warren Elementary. Henrietta is
presently living in Warren, Minnesota, with her two children and is
employed as a private nurse near Angus, Minnesota.

WYMAN AND DOROTHY IKUZNIA] HJELTE

Strarrdquist, Minnesota 56758

Dorothy Kuzuia is the daughter of Florian and Nettie (Donarski)

Kuznia of rural Strandquist. Minnesota. Dorothy was born July 30'

195.1. in Karlstad, Minnesota. She attended most of her years of
school at Karlstad Fublic School and gradua.ted from thete in 1972.

On August lB, 1973, she rvas rnarried at the Assumption Catholic

Church in Fiorian, Mintresota, to W-vmarr Hjelle of Newfolden.

Minnesota.
Wyman u'as born to Christ and Ellen Hjelle on October 8' 1951.

[Ie has one brother, Elroy, who lives outside of Milaca, Minnesota'
His sister, Carolyn, lives in Fort Madison, Iowa. They are of
Norrvegian and Su,eclish descent. Wyman graduatetl from high

school in Newfolden, Minnesota, in 1969' He is self-employed in
roofing and also does a lot of mechanic work.

Dorothy has been rvorking fol Arctic Enterprises for the past

three years. After they were rnarried, they settled in Fridley.
Minnesota, Ibr about six ntonths. Thex- later moved to Milaca.

Minnesota. and lived there almost a vear. After that, they bought a

Itrenrietta Linder

Carrie and Jeremiah Tr;*<:ey arrd lllr*vis ftriel!* -- 1.97-q204 
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house by Drayton, Nofih Dakota, an<l trad it moved to Nelson Par.k

Towrrship, rural Strandquist, Minnesota, rvhere thev now live.
Wyman and Dorothy have ti,,'o children. Tracey Jean was born

on May 29,1974, and Travis Wyman was troln September 15, 1979.
They were both born in Karlstad, Minnesota.

BRUCE AND KAITEN IKUZNIAI CLARK
' 2708 84th Avenue North
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 55444

Karen Kuznia is the daughter of Florian and Nettid (Donarski)
Kuznia of Strandquist, Minnesota. She was born in Karlstad,
Minnesota. She attended Karlstad School and graduated from
Karlstad in 1973.

On July 6, 1974, she married Bruce Clark, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Clark of Karlstad, Ivlinnesota. He was borrr and raised
in Fulda, Minnesota. Brur-e graduated tionL F"ulda in 1971.

Alier their marriage. they resided in the Minneapolis
melropolitan area. Karen attended Hennepin County Vocational
School for medical secretarial studies and later worked at Fairvieu,
Southdale Flospital antl Children's Health Center in Minneapolis.
Bruce has been employed u,ith Honeywell since 1973 and is a 1979
graduate of the University of Minnesota, with a bachelor of science
degree in computer science.

They have one child, Heather Lynn, who was born March 4,
t979.

MICHAEL BENEDICT KUZNIA
Strandquist, Minnesota 56758

Michael Benedict Kuznia was born to Florian and Nettie
(Donarski) Kuznia on December 25. 1957, at St. Michael's Hospital
in Grand Forks, North Dakota. He attended school in Karlstad,
Minnesota. and graduated from Karlstad High School in 1976.
Michael was very athletic in high school, playing in football and
basketball. He attended the University of Minnesota at Crookston,
Minnesota, for trvo years, majoring in computer business systems.
He graduated in l9Tu r.vith an applied science degree.

h4ichael u,as marriecl on September 3, 197i, to Carol Vik of
I-Ialma, Ir4innesota. She r.vas born April 27, 1958, and graduated
from Karlstad High School, u,here she anti Mike met. Carol was a

cheerleader during her high school years. She is the daughter of
Rotrert and Alice (Anderson) \/ik. She had trr'o sisters and one
brother: Cheryl Sjodin of Karlstad, Minnesota, Cindy Hansen of
Karlstad, Minlesota, :Lnd David Vik of Moorhead, Minnesota.

Mike and Carol made their home in Crookston. Minnesota. and
thet,both attended U.M"C. In the fall of 1978, they were resident
group home parents for the retarded in Crookston, Minnesota, at
rvhich tinre l\4ichael u,as also employed by Smith Construction of
Grand Forks. l{orth Dakota. On March 3, 1979. Carol lr,as in a car
accident that kept her hospitalized for several months. Mike and
Carol rvere divorced in the fall of 1979. Michael is presentlv living at
his parents' home in rural Strandquist, Minnesota, and is employed
by Smittr Construction of Grand Forks, North Dakota.

JOHN AND EUZABETH tTApLANTEt KUZNTA
Crookston, Minnesota 56716

On June 24, 192b 
" 

a traby boy was born nei;Lr Florian, Minnesota.
''We'll name him John Paul," his parents said. But mostlv they
called him.lohn. So IJen and Mathilda's son was baptized John Paul
Kuznia at the Assurnption Catholic Church in Florian, Minnesota.
His baptismal sponsors vvere Peter Kuznia and.lulia Staloch Hapka.

John was the fourth child in the lamily. FIis parents, Ben Kuznia
and the former Mathilda Staloch, already had three sons: George,
Alphonse, and Florian (F'loyd), respectivel)r.

The farnr u,here the l(uzrrias lived rvas small, but it proved to be
large enough to support llen, Mathilda, and their family of ten,
including little John.

Baby John grew fast. Soon he was crawling; then he was
ualking and talking. and follovvinq behind his older brrithers. Ben
Kuznia looked at his son and ioked about the way little .Iohn could

talk and talk, but Ben was proud because John had inherited a
characteristic ivhich rvould prove to be an asset to John for the rest
of his lit'e: that is the ability to get along with people of all walks of
life"

Follourng in his strong Catholic heritage, John made his First
Penance, his First Communion, and Confirmation at the
Assumption Catholic Church in Florian, Minnesota. John also
served as an altar boy at the Assumption Catholic Church.

John w,ent to elenrentary school at Florian, Minnesota, speaking
English in the classroom and sneaking in some Polish at recess.
John graduated from elementary school at Florian, Minnesota, and
proceeded to attend high school at the Stephen High School,
Stephen, hdinnesota. .l:rhn. while attending Stephen High School,
u,as involved in the typical high school activities that mark an

Heather Clark -- 16 months
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rclolesccnl's lil'e u'hile attending school. But if you ask John his

nrost remembered rnoments, they were those spent participating in

basketball. I'hat enthusiasm for sports is still verr- apparent in

.lohn's life. If in doubt. ask his rvife where you can find John during
thc clitfcrcnt spol'1s seasons on Sunda)' afternoons and Mondal'
n ight s.

lJerr Kuznia had his o*'n t'arm near Florian. Minnesota, so John

lealni:ri to do all kinds of hard r.vork. .Iohn plorved fielcls. He planted

scerl.r. led animals. threshed grain. picked potatoes. and cut corn'

.lohrr chopped doun trees and split logs lbr fireu'ood. When .lohn's

father.didn't need him on his farm. John helped on the farms of his

neighborhoi.rd relatives. .John continued to rlork on fatms after his

.qladLurtion frorn high school. For six years during the springs,
:rlunnrcrs. and falls. John labored and toiled on the Frank Parr farm

nrar Stephen. Minnesota, migrating to Florida for the rvinters.

.lohn's anss'er fbr rvorking hard during his life is the fact that his

lathel taught him to ivork hard, but to do that n'ork u'it'h a smile on

his face and a pral'er in his mind.
War once again broke out overseas. and the need for young men

ro clefcuci our country left not a communitl-' within the United

Stares spared. John was drafted into the Army in .Iune of 1950. John

scrvcd iri the First Calvary' Combat Division in Korea' Johu lr'as

ru ardcrl the Purple Healt for being wounded in action u'hile serving
in Korea. During his bout in the Army, John u'as arvarded the
Occupational Medal, the Combat Infantryman's Badge. and the
Ki)rcan Service Medal rvith three Bronze Campaign Stals. After
rcn iirg in the Army for two years, John received an honorable
..lischarge in.June 1952. Johnnie then came marching home to the
lanrilrar tune of "Where do I go from here?".

.lohn rcturned to his father's farm, but remained there firr only a

short tinre, basicallv long encugh to date, propose. and marry
I:.lizabcth (llettr,) Adelle Bilden La Plante. a cute. little blond-haired
bluc-r.''cd larm qirl froni rural Crookston. Minnesota'

5r,. tlre u'cdding bells rang out on a bleak da-'- in Noventber: to be
i'i.ri r. i)n thc 1t)th dat of November at the Cathedral of the
iirr:iri;, 'ii:r1,- 

('tnicption Chrrrch, in a private cerclnonv plesided
,r',, r I'i 1,,1()ilirgnrll'.lohrr R. McAlecr. 1'he day rnal'have been bleak,
i,iri r{ j(!ltn und [Je t1r' KLtrnia. it rras the blightest dav il the world.
;is ilrir:,, riars corttiiiite to tre bright and happv for them after 27

. rlil's r:;" lr.rirl fi;:ig('.

.Iohn and Betty Kuznia

.\i'iel thcir marriage,.]ohn and his new bride moved to a farm
ncar' ('r"ookston. N{inttesota, r.vhere they began to farm. The farm
rircl'rno,;cil oil to was filled u'ith old buildings' but together they
*orkerl, lole dorvn the old buildings, and replaced them with new

ones -- that is, with the assistance of his brothers -- to give their
farm its own character. So. on the farm they built together, (better

knou'n as "Green Acres"), they still teside some 27 years later' It is
located three miles west and a mile and one half north of Crookston'
Minnesota. Remember, if you are ever in the area, stop by and you

u,ill be vvelcomed by the aroma of Betty's kitchen and the friendly
smile and hello of John at the door.

As the vears have gone by, John is still engaged in farming.
Also. he is employed at the American Crystal Sugar Company of
Crookstolr as a t'irst class technician. John is also involved in many
communitl' clubs and organizations such as the Knights of
Columbus. DAV, American Legion' Eagles, Elks. and the Big Blue
Club. .lohn and Betty are both members of the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception Church' Bettf is and always rvill be a first
class homemaker (or shoulti I say "householcl engineer"). I'he main

iob of theit life has been very enjoyable. as ttrey r,'itnessed the
grouth and development of their tu'o lovely' daughters. Paula Marie
Kuznia Storm and Renee Kuznia.

Betty gave bilth to Paula on April 2. 1954, at St. Francis
Hospital in Crookston, Minnesota. rvith an anxious young John

r',aiting to take his wife and new daughter home. Baptized Paula

Marie, she \\'as a very active little girl. alwavs on the go' and the
"apple" of her father's eye.

Paula attended Cathedral Grade School and Mount St. Benedict

High School in Crookston. Minnesota. She graduated from high
school in 1972, but her education did not stop there. Her inherited
strong-rvi'll ancl determination led her on to college. Paula graduated
from ihe College of St. Benedict. St. Joseph, Minnesota. in 1976

vvith a bachelor of arts degree in elementary education/special
education. Her desire to achieve did not stop there, either. Paula

continued her educatiorl at the University of North Dakota, where

she u,orked on her Masters in education/s1or,' learning disabilities'
Paula met her husband, Wally Storm, x'hile attending tlie
University of North Dakota, rvhere he was attendiilg medical school'

Paula Marie Kuznia and Dr. Waldemar George Storm II rvere

united in marriage on .lune 11, 1979, al the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception Church in Crookston. Minncsota. u'itnessed
by a scntimental tather and mother. Bu1, as the saying goes, John
did not lose a daughter, he finally'gained a son. Paula and Wally are

happill'married nervlyrveds rvorking together as theil parents did to
build a lif'e together in that sarne Kuznia tradition.

Paula rvas the "apple" ofone ofJohn's eyes, and the "apple" of

John's other eye followed Paula about three ycars later' Renee Jean

Kuznia interrupted the harvest ofher father's crops on a hot August

day. Betty gave birth to Renee on August 25, 1957' at the St'

Francis Hospital in Crookston, Minnesota' Baptized Renee Jean
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Kuznia, she and her mother joined an out-numbered father and an

anxious sister on their farm near Crookston, where Renee hobbled
and hounced herself into action.

Renee u,as educated in a tradition that was established by her
older sister. Renee attended Cathedral Elementary School and

Mount St. Benedict High School in Crookston' Minnesota. She

graduated from Mount St. Benedict in 1975, with the poise and

determination of those who proceeded her. The hard-working little
farm girl continued her education at the College of St. Benedict, St.

Joseph, Minnesoti. i,r'here her older sister, Paula, had set the pace

three years prior. Renee graduated from the College of St.

Benedict in i979 with a bachelor of arts degree in business
administration/management and a bachelor of arts degree in
sociology. Renee is now working and also plans to further her
education to enable herself to establish a career'

The main iob of John and Bettv's lives is not over, although
their daughters are grown and avvav from home. They have the past
memories, but more so, they have the memories of today and the
future that their generation -- as the generations before -- give to
one another.

As I look back on my life, I rvill ahvays remember my two little
girls, Paula ard Renee, saying to me. "Thank you, Daddy, for being
vou!" Well, I r,,'ould also like to say, "Thank you. Father, for being

1'ou !"

RAYMOND AND AGNES ICUIIEN] KUZNIA
Stephen, Minnesota 56757
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Daughters of John and Bettv Kuznia -- 1979
Paula lKuznial Storm and Renec Kuznia

ffi
Ravn.rond l. Kuznia, rhe son of Benedict and Mathilda (Staloch)

Kuznia. *'as born near Florian, Minnesota, in July of 1928. He was
the fifth of eleven children; the family being of Polish descent.

Rat' attended F'lorian grade school for eight 1,ears and then
\tarted high school in Stephen. Since this was during the War years,
help rvas needed at home, so he rvas not abie to complete his
nrost-u,anted education. He entered the Armv in July of 1952,
scrving in the Korean War. After the il'ar was ovet, he attended
:chool in Japan and rvas discharged from the Armv in.Iuly of ,l954.

Alter returning home frorn the service, he went into farming for
,)ne vear. In Mav of 1955. he began u,orking for the Stephen
Elevator.'Ihis business was purchased b1'local farmers in 1958, at
nhich time it rvas given its present name, Farnters Grain Company.
Since then, this facility has been completell- rebuilt. In October of
1961. Ral,uas asked to be the manager. He accepted the position
and, to the present dav. holds this iob.

On June 7. 1958. Ravmond l. Kuznia and Agnes B. Cullen w.ere
united in marriage. This u,edding took place at St. Anne's Catholic
['hurch in Goodridge, Minnesota. Agnes rvas the fourth of eight
children. Robert (deceased) u'as in the U.S. Marine Corps and died
nhile serving in the Korean War. Lauretta. John, Agnes. Thomas
.l ., Douglas,.Ioseph. and Margaret u,ere the other children in the
lamily. Parents of Agnes are Thomas and Leola (Portine) Cullen.
Ihis family is of mostly Irish descent.

To this union of June 7th. nine children rvere born. Joseph,
presently serving in the army; Patrick died u'hen two davs old of
Hyland membrane disease. The follor,",ing are attending Stephen
school: Timothy M., rvho u,ill graduate in the spring of 1980:
Benedict, who is a junior; Geralyn. a sophomore; Patricia. rvho is a
freshman; Ravmond D.. who is in the seventh grade; Della in the
sixth gradel and .layne in the third grade.

"E

,ffi\,!.ffi

mond and Agnes Kuznia Famil-r' -- 1980Ra,vmond and Agnes Kuznia Famil,r' -- 1980
IBack L-R] Ra_vmond D., Timoth.r, Benedicr,

r ..,", i fi"ii,l' *1l,Ill [ 
"11 

fl f,*]T,,,', 
"

In Jull'of 1966, our dream u'as fulfillecl. Wc mov.cd into our ireu
home across the street front the home that, bl,this tinre. uas toc
small forour grou,ing famill'. We presentlr'live at 209 lnd Srrecr irr
Stephen.

Our fantill,'s intercsts are r.aried. IlaY loies to gardcn. ilorking
u'ith ditTerent types of trees. Hi:. handle or'r tlie ('.B.. "Greer;
Thumb", fits him very uell. Of course . likc anvthing else. this has
had its disappointments. In the u'inter of 1977-78. u,e lost tu.o of our

l1'prize apple trees, rvhich rvere producing bushels of applcs in the
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fall. The trouble now is we are running out of room to plant in town'
\\-e probably will have to do things backward; while most people

rerirl in town, we will have to retire out of town on a few acres of
land.

Tim says he wants to work on a farm when he graduates from
school. He now works after school and on Saturdays at a local gas

sration. While a senior in high school, he took an evening course in
mechanics at a vocational school.

Ben spent the summer of 1976 building utility barns for a local

lumber yard. He has always loved to build things. Since there is not

much carpenter work to be done during winter, after school he

started working at a local tire and oil company. The boys are now

working on a pickup that belonged to their grandfather when he was

farming. The pickup had been retired to out behind the barn when

Grandpa moved to town. It now sports a new red paint job, plus all

the extras.

Geralyn and Patsy keep busy with school work, babysitting,
playing basketball, and decorating. Ray (Tiger) tries to keep up with

his older brother. He follows his father's footsteps when it comes to

his love for hunting and fishing' Della does babysitting and loves to

do art rvork. Jayne loves animals. Her daddy always joked about

having a blond-haired gal. He now has one -- even though she

wasn't when she was a baby.
Agnes likes to decorate. For four years, she had a business

selling wall groupings with a company out of Dallas, Texas' As of
now, she plans to go into the drapery-making business.

Camping is done together as a family pass time. The camper got

bigger as the family grew!"in 
October of 1919, Ray had the privilege of going to Des

Moines, Iowa, to see Pope John Paul II -- truly a once in a lifetime

opportunity.

FRED AND THERESA [KUZNIA] CAPISTRAN

Theresa Hattie Kuznia was born in 1930 to Benedict and

Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia in Wright Township, the first daughter

after five sons.
I had nine brothers and one sister. After attending rural school

and helping out on the farm, I was mamied to Fred Capistran in

June of 1948. His parents were Adolph and Agnes (LaPlante)

Capistran, of French descent' They were from tural Stephen'

Minnesota, but are now both deceased. Fred was born August 15'

1920, at Stephen.
We had frve children: Donald, Dale' Diane, Daryl, and Darlene'

who died in infancY.
This marriage was dissolved in 1962.

A11 of the 
"hildren 

are married, except Daryl' He works as a

draftsman in Minneapolis, Minnesota'

DONALD AND ALNORA TFITZKE] CAPISTRAI\
37 Elmo Park AParlments
HoPkins, Minnesota 55343

Donald Capistran was born October 25, 1949, to Fred and

Theresa (Kuznia) Capistran at Waruen, Minnesota' He attended

grade school in Stepien, Minnesota, and his parents moved- to

6rand Forks, Nofth Dakota, where he finished school' Shortly after

high school, he entered the United States Air Force'
"On O"tob". 10, 1975, at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, he married

Alnora Fitzke, the only child of Frank and Agnes Fitzke' They are o{

German and Polish descent. Both of her parents are deceased'

Alnora was born April 25, 1929, at Howard Lake, Minnesota' She

has two daughters, Cora Lee Peters, who was born January 28'

1948, and Uarv l,nn Ott, who was born Februaty 23, 1946' Both are

married and live in Kansas City' Kansas'

Daryl Capistran -- 1970
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Donald works at the V.A. Building in Fort Sneiling as an

accounting analyst. He has worked there for five years.
Donald and Alnora both like the outdoors. They like fishing and

hunting.

DALE AND YICKI [FOTIAI CAPISTRAN
5230 West 102nd -- Apartment 205

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

, Dale Capistran was born in 1952 to Fted and Theresa (Kuznia)

Capistran. He served in the United States Army.
Dale married Vicki Fotia, the daughter of Tony and Mona Fotia,

from Edina, Minnesota. They are of Italian descent. Vicki has one
sister, Penny.

Dale and Vicki are the parents of one daughter. Tonella Marie,
born in 1980.

Dale is presently employed as a clerk accountant for a Iarge firm
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

KEI\NETH AND DIANE ICAPISTRAN] I}EVINE
5345 43rd Avenue South

'r Minneapolis, Minnesota 55417

Diane Capistran was born in 1954 to Fred and Theresa (Kuznia)
Capistran. On July 19, 1975, she rnarried Kenneth DeVine; the son
of Kenneth and Mildred DeVine of St. Louis Park, Minnesota. They
are of Irish and Swedish descent. Kenneth has one brother, Joey.

Kenneth is employed as a railroad engineer for Burlington
Northern Railroad. Kenneth and Diane have one daughter, Theresa
Jo, who was born in 1978.

Kenneth and Diane DeVine -- 1975

BENNIE AND THERESA IKUZNIA] JACKSON
4100 GettYsburg Avenue North

New HoPe, Minnesota

In February of 1964, Theresa Kuznia, the daughter of Benedict
and Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia, married Bennie Lee Jackson, who

converted to the Catholic faith. His parents, James and Sara
(Forest) Jackson, are both deceased. They were of Irish descent' He

has one brother. James, in 'fexas, and one sister, Birdie, in
Nlississippi. Bennie was born December 28, 1933' at Piquett,
Arkansas.

Bennie's mother passed away when Bennie was only a teenager.
His father sold their home in Arkansas and moved rvith his family to
St. Louis. Missouri. Bennie finished school in St. Louis and joined

the Air Force at the age of 17. He spent eleven years in the military
Air Force police. The last two years of his military service were
spent at the Grand Forks Air Force Base, Grand Forks, North
Dakota. He received his discharge and went to work for a road
construction firm.

On his way to work, Bennie's car rolled over and he was badly
injured. His back was broken in three places, and half of his face

required plastic surgery. He also had one eye repaired and surgery

done on his back. He was patalyzed on half of his body'
Bennie spent many months in St. John's Hospital in Fargo,

North Dakota. Later he was transferred to the Veteran's Hospital in
Fargo. It was here that he was later put in hand braces and a steel
back brace and learned how to walk again.

On February 5, I 964, Bennie was released ftom the hospital and
we got married. He loved my fcrur children as his own and helped
me raise them.

After one year of recovery, he went to school to become a

mechanic in diesel engines and painter'
Two years after our marriage, Bennie wanted to become a

Catholic. He took his instructions and was baptized and confirmed
as a Catholic. It was then that we had our marriage blessed by the
Catholic Church. During this time, we lived in Grand Forks, North
Dakota.

Yicki and Dale Capistran, Theresa and Bennie Jackson -- 1978

209.

lt



In 1969, we moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota. Our eldest son,
Donald, rvho was in the A'ir Force in Texas, became very ill. The
medical attention he needed was in Minneapolis, so we decided to
move for his sake. We both found jobs and bought a home.

Donald is norv doing fine, and so is the rest of the family, except
me. I w,as injured in'197'2 while working at a Red Owl bakery. A
bunch of heavy cast ir'on pans fell on top of me and almost broke my
neck. They performed surgery and another surgery in 1979. I also
had another sugerv on my i:ack, because of that injury. I am still in a

lot of pain, but am trying to learn to live rvith it.
We sold out home and boLrght another home in New Hope'

Minnesota. where we live norv. Bennie works as a foreman for
heavy road constructic,n machinerv at Minnesota Tractor Company,
Bloomington. Minncsota.

Theresa Jackson -- 1979

EUGENE AND MARGARET [DOSTAL] KUZNIA
9106 Columbus,A,venue South

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Bennie Jackson -- 1975

Eugene Raphael Kuznia rvas born on October 24, 1934, to
Benedict W. and Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia at their farm home in
Wright Toi.vnship, Marshall County. Minnesota. He attended
country school at Florian, It'lirrnesota, through the eighth grade. He
went to Stephen High until he was sixteen, quitting to care for his
parents. as the older boys u'ere in the military service. At age 22, he

leased the farm from his parents for eight years. During the winter
months, he worked at the American Crystal Sugar Company in
Crookston, Minnesota, sta!ing with his brother, John, in Crookston
at times.

In June of 1957, he rnet his future bride, Margaret Dostal, at
Smith's Pavilion at Greenbush, Minnesota, They met on different
occasions, but it rvasn't urtil Ma.rgaret was teaching school at
Riverside by the Old Mill State Park that Gene courted her. Roger
Kuznia. Gene's nepher.v, was a second grade pupil at the school.
Little Roger arrived on the night of the Christmas program carrying
a three pound box of chocolates for the teacher fron-r Uncle
'O'ugene. Margaret ate one piece a day, hoping to share the
sweets, but as Nerv Year's camr: and went, no courtier came.
Finally. on January 18, there rvere five pieces left, and in
desperation, the tea.cher ate them all. The next day, a stranger came
to Albert Johnson's, rvhere h,Iargaret was rooming, to tell her that
Bernard Kuznia had died .lanuary l7 after falling from a haystack.

Eugene and Margaret were married October 8, 1959, at St.
Mary's Catholic Church in Badget, Minnesota, by Father Donald
Archer. The reception rvas held at her parents' farm. It rair.red

steadily all day and night. People remarked that the weather would
bring the nervlyweds r,r,ealth. After honeymooning in Canada, the
new'lyweds returned to the Ben Kuznia farm. They converted two
upstairs bedrooms into an apartlnent.

In April of i960. tl.rey rented Grandma Hedwig Kuznia's house
in Florian for five dollars a month. The day they were to move,
Gene's father died. Brian was born July 21. They were the last to
occupy the house. In 1967, it was n-roved to the John Kazmierczak
farm yard, when Ira Kuznia built a new house on the site. The
family purchased a 8'x37' mobile home in May of 1961 and moved
back to the Ben Kuznia farm. In the fall of that year, the big hip-roof
barn burned to the ground. All the hay rvas lost, but the cattle were
saved. Ken rvas born December 16, 1961. Gene worked as a roofer
at the Grand Forks Air Base. Graud Forks, Norlh Dakota. On

January 26, 1963,Ivlinda was born. As soon as arrangemettts couid'
be made, the family moved to Minot, North Dakota' where Gene

hung sheetrock at the Minot Air tlase. Six months later' they
retuined to the farm. On Mav 14, 19h4, Jonathan was born'

Farming rvas unprofitable and jotrs in the area \\'ere scarce' so

r.vhen the 'lease expired, the family moved to Minneapolis,
Minnesota, on Neu' Year's Day in 1965. Ivan was born April 26'

1965. T'hey purchased their own home in Bloomington in August of
that year. Darla joined the farnily on November 4, 1967, and Gerda

on May 2l . 1971.

Eugene and Margaret Kuznia Farnily -- 1980
[Back L"Rl Darla, Ivan, Brian, Ken, Jonathan, Minda

ISeatedl Eugene, Gr:rda, Margaret

Gene worked for various drywall companies. ln October of 1973.

Viking Dryrvatrl. Inc. rvas fotnded in paftnershill ivith his brother.
Clarence, cousin Roget Zack, and a f.riend, Corrrelius Odenthal.

The family has hosted foreign students through the International
Club from lra.n, Fakistan, West Germany. Kenva, Egypt. and Peru.

Margaret is the daughter of Norbert and Helen (Kukowski)
Dr:stal of Badger, Minnesot;r. She was born June 13, 1939. Her
brothers and sisters are: Bernard, Yirginia (Mrs. Chester
Szklarski). Jutrianna (Mrs. Hilary Kuznia). Edwardine (Mrs" John
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Szklarski), James, and Lillian (Mrs. Mike Kuznia, Jr.). She
attended country school near her parent's home and later graduated
from Badger High School in 1957. She then attended a one year's

teacher's training program at Thief River Falls, Minnesota,
become a rural school teacher.

LAWRENCE AND IRENE [KTTZI\IA] KIESOW
Goodridge, Minnesota 56725

"It's a girll" exclaimed Mathilda and Benedict Kuznia on May
22, 1937, as Irene Joan was born. She was the ninth child, but only
the second girl. George, Alphonse, Florian, John, Raymond,
Theresa, and Eugene were anxiously waiting at their home when
their baby sister arived. Benedict, Jr. was born after Theresa, but
died when he was five days old. A few years later, Rudolph and
Clarence came alone; Irene remained the baby girl. She was
baptized with Frances Stancyk and John Grembowski as
godparents.

Living on the farm one mile from Florian, Irene didn't have far to
walk to school. Sometimes, during the winter, the horses would get
harnessed up and the Kuznia kids would ride to school in style.
Irene recalls the incident when, after being stumped on math
problems, the whole seventh grade got to school early and copied
the answers from the teacher's book. To insure that the teacher
wouldn't discover what they did, the smart ones copied all the
answers correctly, but the Iess intelligent purposely made errors.
Later, to their dismay, they found it had been in vain; they were
assigned more math problems just like the previous onesl Irene also
remembers taking part in sneaking lunches up the bell rope to the
boys in the attic who were hiding from the teacher.

During the summer, Irene kept busy in the house and out in the
garden. She recalls the huge pile of shoes to be polished every
Monday morning, and all the white shirts that had to be ironed after
wash day.

After receiving her eighth grade diploma, Irene babysat her
nieces and nephews, and then she worked for Merv's Grocery in
Stephen. There she learned how to handle lutefisk (and she still
doesn't know why people bought so much of it!)

In October of 1956, Irene tagged along with "big brother"
Raymond, who was dating Agnes Cullen (Kuznia), to the St. Anne's
Bazaar in Goodridge. She met a tall, handsome farmer while
visiting at Cullen's home, and he was introduced as Lawrence John
Kiesow, son of Erick Emil and Mary Elizabeth Cullen Kiesow. He
has two brothers: Charles and Paul; and three sisters: Theresa
Mutnansky, Arlyne Neuschwander, and Phyllis Neuschwander.

Unfortunately, during thebazaar, Irene barely had the chance to
talk to Lawrence, as the parish priest kept Lawrence busy with
various tasks. But, one week later, arranged by Agnes and unknown
to Irene, when Ray and Irene drove to Goodridge, Lawrence was
waiting for them along with Agnes. One year later, on Octoberl4,
1957 (Mathilda and Benedict's 38th wedding anniversary), Irene
became Mrs. Lawrence Kiesow. Benedict gave away his youngest
daughter at the Assumption Church in Florian.

Taking off in their blue '51 Ford, the newlyweds traveled
throughout Minnesota for three days and then they settled down in
their brand new home on the Kiesow farm, ten miles northeast of
Goodridge, in Moylan Township of Marshall County. Lawrence and
Irene started with, and still are, milking cows and feeding pigs.
Small grain crops were, and still are, raised.

Blonde, blue-eyed, curly-haired Marilyn Ann was born on
November 4, 1958. Laurie Jean arrived 13 months later, December
4, 1959, on her Uncle Clarence's birthdate. On January 8, 1961,
Lawrence and Irene finally got a boy. Dean Lawrence was a handful
right from the start.

There is a lot of work to be done on a farm. The first summertime
baby, Judith Kay, arrived on July 20, 1962, tight in the middle of
haying. Mary Joan also intemupted baling two years later -- July 18,
1964. Four girls and only one boy. .That wouldn't do. Bruce
Benedict bounced along during combining -- August 16, 1965. In a

few years, Lawrence forgave the trips to Roseau at such a busy
time, because Bruce began helping with harvest. Three days after
Lawrence and Irene's 9th wedding anniversary, October 17,1966,
Ronald Erick, their third son, was born. The farming operation
continued to grow. So did the family. .Betty Jo Anne, born on
August ll,1970, was another little delay to harvest. The baby girl
born on April 28, 1972, was named Lynn Marie after she had come
home from the hospital. Jackie Lee was born on July 27, 1974, and
the newest little Kiesow joined the family during the summer of
1980. She has been named Kristi.

All of the Kiesow children were born in Roseau, Minnesota.
Now, for a little about each one: The two oldest girls, Marilyn and
Laurie, started school together. They were taught for eight years at
Grygla Public School and graduated after four years at Goodridge
High. Marilyn then traveled to Fargo, North Dakota, and is
presently a senior in mechanical engineering at North Dakota State
University. Laurie stayed in Minnesota, but after two years at
Moorhead State University, she transferred to NDSU because she
heard so much about it from Marilyn. Laurie is a junior in animal
science.

Dean went to school for six years at Grygla and spent the
remaining six years at Goodridge. Dean's '56 Ford was a common
sight on Goodridge's gravel roads. Dean had planned to attend
NDSU and to major in mechanical engineering, but he was killed in
a construction accident on July 27, 1979, at the age of 18.Lawrence and lrene Kiesow -- 1957



Judy, Mary Jo, Bruce, Ronnie, Betty Jo, Lynn and Jacki are

currently attending Goodridge School. Judy is a senior, while Jacki
is in kindergarten. Mary is in the tenth grade, Bruce in ninth'
Ronnie in seventh, Betty Jo in fourth, and Lynn in second. The
Kiesow name is common to the Goodridge teachers!

Judy plans on pursuing a business major at the Unviersity of
Minnesota in Crookston, where she will continue her education after
graduation in May of 1980. Marilyn, being the oldest of seven girls,
is busily planning her July 1980 wedding. Her fiance is Ron Bryl of
Goodridge.

Irene Kuznia Kiesow says that cooking. washing clothes, and

cleaning for alarge family is a full-time job, but coming from one of
the same size, she was well-prepared. Irene still finds time to
decorate cakes, crochet afghans, and raise a huge garden. She was

also employed as salad girl and hostess at the "Steak Knife" in
Grygla.

Lawrence and Irene Kiesow Family -- 1980

[Back L-R] Marilyn, Lawrence, Irene, Laufie, Bruce
[Front] Judith, Ronald, Lynn, Jacki, Betty, Mary

Rudolph Zygmont Kuznia was born in Wright Township to Ben

and Mathilda Kuznia on May 2, 1939. He attended grade school in
Florian and high school in Stephen, where he was active in sports

and was a recipient of the first college scholarship given by the
Stephen business community. Rudy attended the University of
North Dakota, where he graduated with a bachelor of science

degree in electrical engineering in 1962. While attending the
University, Rudy played football, was a member of Tau Kappa
Epsilon fraternity, where he was house manager for two years, and

was also active in several extracurricular activities, including the
famous English coulee goose hunt. Upon graduation, Rudy traveled
west to Seattle, Washington, where he was employed by the Boeing

Company with responsibility to improve the design of transistor
communication electronics to function in radiation environment'

While in Seattle, Rudy was maffied to Anita Bouton' a

registered nurse, whom he met while attending the University.
Anita's father, Charles, whose ancestry dates back to the very
earliest settlers of America, was a farmer near Glyndon, Minnesota,
and also served two terms in the Minnesota House of
Representatives. He died on March 3, 1961, at the age of 69. Anita's
mothet, Louise, who was of first generation Dutch descent, was a

grade school teacher, mother, and housewife. She died on October
7q, Plq, at the age of 70.

In June of 7964, Rudy transferred to Huntsville, Alabama, to
work on the Apollo rocket project. This is the rocket that in 1969 took

our first astronauts to the moon. It was a very exciting event for the
family as they watched the successful lift-off, journey, moon walk,

and return of Neil Armstrong' While in Alabama, a son, Charlie,
was born on December 10,1964. Rudy recalls that the period of time
they spent in Alabama was also the time when the South was

undergoing major social changes. This was dudng Martin Luther

Rudolph and Anita Kuznia Family
[L-R] Rudy, Amy, Anita, and Charles

King's famous march on Salem and other integration activities
involving government institutions and public business places. This
was a time when Yankees were not popular in the South, and as

hard as Rudy tried, he never was able to talk with a drawl.

In May of 1967, Rudy and his family moved back to Minnesota.
where they could be closer to relatives and friends. Rudy took a job
with Honeywell, rvhere he still works as manager of their
Minneapolis computer operations. Rudy purchased a farm north of
Minneapolis, r.vhere the family makes their home.

RUDOLPH AND ANITA TBOUTON] KUZNIA
RR 1 Box 107

Zimmerman, Minnesota 5539E
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Since moving to Minnesota, a daughter. Amy, was born on
March 24. 1971.

Among Rudy's enjoyable events and interests are: visiting with
the many friends and relatives they have, Anita's backrubs.

ivatching Charlie play football and hockey, Amy dancing to records
in the living room. garclening, tending to livestock, and being active
in the Florian Frr"rit Groq,ers CIub"

When relatives and friends come. thev are alw,avs welcome!

CLARENCE AND PAULINE TSCHMITZ] KUZNIA
4119 West 10E Street

Bloomington, Minnesota

Clarence Kuznia was born on December 4, 1941, to Ben and
Mathilda (Staloch) Kuznia. Because he chose to come during a snow
storm, he was born at home. When the storm cleared, mother and
child were taken to the hospital, and both were fine.

Clarehce attended school at Florian until eighth grade, and
attended Stephen High School for one year. In April of 1960,
Clarence's father died of a heart attack, after suffering from a heart
condition for about ten years. In the fall of 1957, at the age of
seventeen, Clarence started working as a carpenter at the Grand
Forks Air Base. He worked there and at various other places as a

carpenter until January 1964. Uncle Sam gave a call, and Clarence
answered it. He was in Company A First Batallion 16th Infantry.
About a yeat later, his call took him to Vietnam, where he spent
about a year fighting in the jungles. Fortunately, God spared hi1n,
and he returned home in January 1966. ,''

In July of 1966, Clarence met Pauline Schmitz of Red Lake Fdlls,
Minnesota. She is the daughter of Theodore and Leona Schmitz, of
German descent. Clarence dated Pauline, and on her gtaduation
day, June 2, 1967, they became engaged. Their wedding day was a

beautiful day, the 14th of October, 1967. This day was chosen
because it was also the wedding day of Clarence's parents and the
wedding day of Pauline's parents. After their wedding, which took
place at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Red Lake Falls, Clarence
and Pauline lived with his mothet. Clatence engaged in farming
from 1966 to 1968. In May of 1968, Clarence and Pauline moved to
an apartment in Bloomington, Minnesota, where Clarence then
worked with Eugene, his brother, hanging sheetrock.

On September 10, 1968, a daughter was born to Clarence and
Pauline. They named her,Denise Maty.

Then another big step in their lives came in February of 1969

when they bought their home in West Bloomington. In November of
1969. Clarence's mother, Mathilda, came to stay at their home. She

remained with them until March 1970, when she died of cancer.

Oh November 15, 1970, Dion Michael was born. To his father's
detight. he had dark hair and complexion and looked much like his
father.

ln 1973, a new adventure was undertaken when Roger Zack,
Connie Odenthal, Eugene Kuznia, and Clarence formed Viking
Drywall, Inc. It started as a small company that grew and grew.

March 9. 1974, brought more joy to the lives of Clarence and
Pauline, for that was the day Wade Thomas was born. Then, three

Clarence and Pauline Kuznia Family -- 1979
lBack L-Rl Dion, Denise

[Seated] Fauline, Christopher, Ctrarence, W'ade

years later, on a cold dal', the 28th ofJanuary. Christopher Patrick

rvas botn. His pleasant disposition has brought rnuch joy to the

Kr-rznia faniily.
Nou', several years 1ater, the Clarence Kuznia family still lives in

that West Bloomington home they bought in 1969.
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